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PR E FAC E .

H I S i s no t a h i story o f th e New Yor k S tate

cana l s
,
but reco l l ec t i ons o f the wr i te r wh i l e

engaged i n the t ranspor tat i on bus ines s on those
waters

,
a l though so m e h i story w i l l be quo ted

fo r the benefit o f those not fa m i l i a r w i th i t s
ear ly ch ron ic le s .

I t i s what the author ha s seen th rough h i s
own exper i ence . and hea rd recoun ted by othe r s .

The exact date s cannot be given i n a l l in

s tances
,
as no d ia ry was k ept

,
but I th in k th i s

account i n pla i n words
,
by one fa m i l i a r w ith

th e c i rcu m s tances
,
wi l l be m ore i nte re s t i ng and

t ruth fu l than a m ore noted author
’

s historv who

had no exper i ence o r way o f gett ing i t
,
only th rough old m us ty record s .

The t ruth w i l l be adhe red to . for m v m otto w i l l be .

‘what to say
and not how to say i t". Those acqua inted w i th the earlv days o f

cana l historv wi l l be m y wi tnesse s o f i t s t ruth fu lnes s .

The ro m ance wh i ch i t conta i ns i s t rue i t i t s every deta i l
,
noth ing

fict i t i ous but the na m e s . nor would they be . only tha t so m e o f the
ac tors and the i r fa m i l i e s a re st i l l l iv ing . the au tho r be ing one o f the m ,

and prov ing the old adage tha t “
Truth I S st ranger than fict i on".

The ro m ance or s tory was b rought about by two m en who for
twen ty - e igh t year s be l ieved each had m urdered the othe r . Can the
reade r even fa i nt ly i m agine the reac t i on occurr ing i n the boso m o f each .

when they fu l ly real i zed they were i nnocent o f that te rr ib l e cr i m e
,

when they ca m e face to face W i th each oth e r , and the dar k c loud wh i ch
had ove rshadowed the i r l i ve s wa s d i spersed . Who can but th in k that
the over rul i ng power o f a Supre m e Be ing had gu ided the m and

brough t about the h appy reun i on .

And to th in k the whol e t roub l e ca m e fro m a so m ewhat burle sque
love affa i r !
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I TS EARL Y CANAL DAYS .

C H A PTE R I .

The Eri e Canal was co m m enced in th e year 18 17 and fin i shed i n
1825 . I do not k now a t what t i m e they co m m enced enlarging i t . but
i t was a nu m be r o f vears be fore i t was co m pl eted , and dur ing th e

proces s o f co m ple t i on thev necessa r i l y had to use a part o f th e o l d

cana l and part o f the new
,
thus k eep ing up th e nav igat i on unt i l i t was

fin i shed The wri te r , who co m m enced go ing on the Er i e Cana l about
th e yea r 1853

,
can re m e m ber that when two o f th e large c la s s boats

m et i n th e o ld Er i e part
,
th ere wou ld be a wedge , wh ich m ade it hard

fo r the horse s to pu l l the boat s th rough , a l though two o f the s m a l le r
boats could pass read i ly enough .

When the Er i e cana l was firs t co m m enced i t was cons idered a
great unde rt a k i ng a lthough at th i s age o f i nvent i on s and i m prove

m ents i t wou ld not be dee m ed o f m uch account .

One old m an near Port Byron ca m e along where th ey were d igg ing
and accosted the m thus ! “

You can d ig th e canal a l l r igh t but you can

neve r m a k e water run up h i l l” . He d i d not k now that no m atte r how
h igh the l eve l was

,
the re was wate r s t i l l h ighe r up to feed i t . and w ith

the use o f the loc k s the ascent was eas i ly m ade .

What would th e o l d m an th i n k o f the m ach inery that i s be ing
i sed now in th e construct ion o f the Barge Cana l

,
wh ich does the wor k

o f e igh ty o r one hundred m en w i th p ic k
,
shove l

,
and whee lba rrow ,

and only th ree o r four m en to Operate i t . And the m an who sa i d when
he saw the m putt i ng up the te l egraph po le s and w i re

,

“Pe rhaps l ette rs
m igh t go th rough , but newspapers neve r woul d” wou ld th in k you had
gone star k m ad i f you to l d h i m o f th e te l ephone and the w i re les s
te l egraphy .

Perhap s i t woul d i nte res t ou r readers i f they are not fa m i l ia r w i th
the wate rways o f the great S tate o f New Yor k

,
to k now that the E r i e

Cana l was not the fi rs t wate rway fo r boats f ro m the A t lan t i c to the
Grea t La k es . I do not k now when the fi rs t route was d i scovered

,

bu t I th i n k so m e t i m e dur i ng the French and I nd ian wars . I k now i t
was be fore th e revolut i on . I t was be fore Rocheste r

, Syracuse o r

Buffa lo were eve r though t o f ! those places we re then vas t w i lde rnesse s
,

no wh i te m an had eve r t rod the i r w i ld s , and Oswego was a fort
,
in
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hab i ted only by sold i e r s and o thers nece s sa ry for the de fen se o f the
borde rs . They

,
together w i th the i r m un i t i ons o f wa r

,
and oth e r sup

pl i e s
,
cam e on batteau s . a sort o f boat th at nav igated th e wate rs f ro m

New Yor k C i ty to Oswego . They ca m e up the Hudson r iver
,
th en to

the Mohaw k , a carrving p lace fo r boat and cargo , at For t S tanw ic k
where i s now the c i ty o f Rom e . to \ ‘Vood c ree k , near For t Bul l , then
down th e cree k to One i da la k e , and down that ou t l e t to the Oswego
r ive r

,
then to Oswego on La k e Ontar i o ! f ro m the re bv sa i l boats to

N iagara r ive r
,
a carrving pl ace above the fa l l s . then Er i e and the o ther

G reat La k es . Those batteaus cou ld co m e up th e Hudson and Mohaw k
r ive rs by oar

,
or sa i l i f th e w i nd was favorabl e

,
but on Wood cree k

they had to pol e the m al ong wi th p i k e pol e s
,
a s the cree k wa s too nar

row for any othe r propu l s i on . \Val k ing p lan k s we re on each s i de o f
the boats whe re th e m en stood to push . The s i ze o f the crew depended

on the s i z e o f th e batteau , one m an to st ee r . wh ich was genera l ly the
capta i n . The boat s were long and na r row , w ith a cab in to l ive and

s leep i n . The ru in s o f Port Bul l can st i l l be seen . a few m i le s wes t o f
Rom e

,
where those bat teau s unloaded suppl i e s fo r the fort

,
and I pre

su m e there a re p l enty o f people l iv i ng a long \\food c ree k to - day that
do not k now it was once a h ighway for co m m erce . I t m us t have been
rath er l onely a s we l l a s dangerou s for th ose hardv boat m en gl i d i ng

a long th rough that w i lde rne ss . inhab i ted by w i ld beast s and st i l l w i lde r
savage s , and undoubt edly i f that c ree k cou l d tal k i t wou l d te l l m any
a h ear t rend ing s tory o f events wh i ch t ransp i red du r ing the ea r ly day
o f t ransporta t i on .

I n the unbro k en forest s
,
wh i l e res t ing fro m the i r l abors

,
those

boa t m en m u s t have. heard the d i s m a l hoo t ing o f the ow l s and sc reech
o f th e w i l d ca t s . and perhaps t re m bl ing w i th fea r a t eve ry snapp ing
bu sh , i n ant i c i pa t i on o f an at tac k by savages .

That l abor iou s and s low way o f t ransporta t i on
,
caused the offic ia l s

o f the Sta te to endeavor to find a bette r way
,
and th e Er i e cana l was

proj ec ted and real i zed under Gov . C l i n ton , cal l ed by h i s po l i t i ca l oppo
nents ,

“Cl in ton '

s Fol ly”

, and a ft e rward s
“C l i n ton '

s d i tch
"

,
and f ro m

tha t day to th i s
,
eve ry t i m e the ad m i n i s t rat ion changes they change

e m ploye s . I t i s cont rol l ed by the party in powe r . \Vh en the cana l
was fin i shed the fi rs t boat f ro m New Yor k C i t y to Buffa lo carr i ed a
l oad o f water as f re igh t

,
and Gov . Cl i nton and staff a s pas sengers .

There were cannons pl aced a short d i s tance apart the en t i re
l ength

,
and when the boat ar r iv ed i n Buffal o th e water was e m pt i ed
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i n to the la k e . There was grea t cel eb ra t i ng and re j o i c ing . The cannon s
were fi red

,
eve rywhere peopl e chee r i ng becau se the grea t wor k was

acco m pl i sh ed . The pour ing o f the wa te r in to th e la k e f ro m the ocean
represented th e m ingl ing o f the wa te rs .

The Er i e canal was soon to be the grea te s t h ighway fo r co m m erce
and pa ssenger t raffi c tha t wa s eve r k nown . I t opened up the grea t
We st fo r set t l e m en t . i t was the on ly thorough fare be tween the two
sect i on s . a s we l l a s New Yor k State i t se l f . wh ich in m any place s was
an unbro k en w i l de rness ! one place in part i cu lar . Mon te zu m a m ar sh .

s ix m i l e s ac ros s i t . where d r ivers we re a f ra i d to d r i ve a t n igh t for fea r
o f w i l d cats wh i ch i n fes ted that region .

Rocheste r wa s then but a s m al l v i l l age no t a s la rge a s so m e o f
i t s nearby towns . Penfi eld was se t t l ed be fore Rocheste r . Buffal o

was - a very s m a l l c i ty , and would not be ter m ed at th e present t i m e
a fi rst c la s s v i l lage . A few s m al l sa i l i ng ves se l s for t raffic w i th other
l a k e towns , and noth ing but wagons i n su m m e r and s l e igh s i n w in ter
to t ran sport prov i s i on s f ro m the country and the coun t ry peopl e to
ta k e i n exchange

,
such grocer i es . or produce needed by the m or to

stoc k countrv store s . I t was no unco m m on th ing for people to t rave l
i n wagons e ighty and one hund red m i le s and perhaps m ore

,
l oaded

w ith prov i s i on s or lu m ber to t rade for tea
,
coffee

,
cal i coes . tobacco

and whiskv . They used to cons i der wh i s k y as neces sa ry
,
i f not m ore

so . than any o f the other ar t i c le s . We a re h ea rt i ly glad that pub l i c
op in i on in th i s has changed w i th othe r th ings .

Rocheste r . th rough the i ns t ru m ental i ty o f the cana l i n a grea t
part , ! i s now a fi rst - c las s c itv . wi th ove r i nhab i tants . The Er i e

cana l m ade the countrv prospe rous al l al ong th e l i ne . There we re no

ra i l roads when the cana l was fi rst bu i l t . The firs t one wa s a puny
affa i r , runn ing f ro m A lbany to S chenectady . The wri te r can re m e m

be r , when a boy o f five or s i x years
,
co m ing w ith h i s fathe r f ro m the

eas t , and r i d i ng on cars wh i ch loo k ed l i k e o ld - fash ioned s tage coache s
w i thout th i l l s . Fro m S chenectadv we ca m e to Rocheste r on an Eri e

pac k e t , then changed to a Genesee Va l l ey pac k e t fo r Mt . Morr i s , th e
neares t stat i on to the pl ace o f ou r dest i nat i on . Be fore the Val l ey
cana l was fin i shed s tea m boat s were run up the Genese e r ive r nearlv

to M t . Morr i s fo r f re igh t and passengers . A s tea m boat le f t Roche s t er
for Geneseo eve ry othe r m orn ing . th i rty - fi ve m i le s away d i rec t route

,

bu t probab ly tw ice that d i stance by r ive r . Peopl e l iv i ng nea r the r ive r
now wou ld hard ly be l i eve i t pos s ib l e

,
i t i s so low i n dry t i m e s

,
brought
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abou t by th e fo re st s be ing cut away wh i ch reta i ned th e m o i s ture . I
re m e m be r Capt . Ph i l l i ps , who ran a s tea m cra f t on th e Genesee . Be

f ore cana l t i m es passengers or f re igh t go ing south f ro m Three R ive r
Po i n t on Oswego r iver sa i l ed

,
rowed

,
and pol ed, th e i r batteaus up

Cayuga and S eneca out let s to th e la k e s acros s the m to I thaca , Geneva .

Wat k i ns and a l l other sett lem ents on those wate rs . The m agi c ian’

s

wand has tu rned th e use fu l ba tteau in to the pl easure canoe and m otor
boat of th e p resent day .

The Genesee Val l ev cana l i n 1842 or 1843 was fin i shed on ly to
Dan sv i l l e . I can re m e m ber th e na m e o f th e pac k et boat tha t ran f ro m
Roche s te r , where we engaged pas sage . I t was the Caro l i ne . I was

h i t by a b r i dge and wou ld have been k noc k ed overboard
,
only m y dres s

caugh t ove r an i ron c l eat and saved m e . I had not arr ived a t pants
age at that t i m e . Pa s sengers wh en on the dec k o f those boats . had
to stoop ove r to k eep f ro m be ing k noc k ed down or overboa rd . They

were not ified by the stee rs m an
,
who was in st ructed to s ing out very

l oud ly
,

“
Low Br idge !” when approach ing one of those st ructure s .

The E r ie cana l at that t i m e was a busy thorough fare dur i ng the
m onth s o f nav iga t i on

,
co m m enc ing in Apr i l and c lo s i ng when i t f roze

up i n Dece m ber . Now i t i s opened s o m e t i m e i n May and c losed i n

Nove m ber
,
as th er e i s bu t l i t t l e t raffic on waterways at the p resen t

t i m e . As the country beca m e sett l ed
,
e spec i a l ly the West

,
th e bus ine s s

i nc reased to i m m ense proport i ons . All k i nds o f grocer i e s were t rans
ported W es t ! l u m be r , sh i ngl e s , s tav es , and m i l l ions upon m i l l i ons o f
bushel s o f gra i n s ent t o t idewate r f ro m the great Wes t .

D iffe rent co m pan i e s had boats by the hund reds
,
and m en h i red to

run th e m . The crews cons i s te d o f two s tee rs m en
,
a coo k and capta in .

The d r iver s and tea m s were s tat ioned s o m e twe lve o r fi fteen m i l e s

apart , where a stat ion m as te r had charge o f tea m s and boarded th e
dr ivers , they ta k ing the i r m eal s on the boat on ly when on the passage
to the next s tat ion .

The crews o f an ind iv i dua l boat owned by th e capta i n cons i s ted
o f two dr ive rs , two steers m en , a coo k and capta i n , and so m e t i m e s a
bowsm an when the t i m e s were good .
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Be ing a bows m an was th e fi rs t bu s i ne s s the au thor eve r d i d on
th e cana l .

I w i l l m ent ion a few o f the l i ne s do ing bu s i nes s on the cana l s i n
those days ! they wi l l be fa m i l i a r to th e o ld i nhab i tant s o f the cana l
s ect i ons .

“
The A m er i can Transporta t i on “

The Trans

portation
“
The Com binat i on Li ne”

, ! usua l ly ca l l ed the
“Com bo

these run f ro m Buffa lo . Then the re was the Rocheste r and

New Yor k Transportat i on Co .

,
w ith a m an by the na m e o f F i sh as

pres i dent , and who was a fte rwards m ayor o f th e c i ty o f Rocheste r ,
and a ss i stant cana l super i ntendent . There was a l so the New Yor k

and Genesee Va l ley L ine”
,
runn ing f ro m New Yor k to Dansv i l l e . They

d i d not run th e l i ne boat s to O l ean , a s there were so m any loc k s .

Som e ind iv i dua l boa t s run as f re igh t pac k et s . I can re m e m be r a m an
by th e na m e o f A rnold run one o f the m

,
and Han k Munsey had a

f re ight boat . Any o f the boat s woul d carry m erchand i se that wa te r
wou ld not hurt

,
as they had open dec k s

,
but th e f re igh t and pa s senger

pac k et s were covered a l l ove r .

Wh en the cana l was fin i sh ed to Ora m e l , they run a passenger

pac k et f ro m there to Portage , i t d i d not pay th e owners , so th ey aban

doned i t . A stage ran i n oppos i t i on
,
and at one t i m e they ca rr i ed pas

sengers f ree , the one to ou tdo the o the r , t i l l th e pac k e t to s t i l l show
he r prowes s gave f ree d inners to h er pas sengers

,
as she could do so

on board the boat . Oppos i t i on i s the l i f e o f t rade but in th i s case i t
was th e l i fe o f the pac k et . The stage k ep t runn ing un t i l th e Pennsyl
van i a Ra i l road put i t out o f bus ine ss .

I can wel l re m e m ber the pac k et , th e na m e o f wh i ch was The

France s”
,
and how beaut i fu l i t l oo k ed to m y boy i sh eyes

,
prett i ly

pa i nted and m aiestically sw inging around the bend f ro m the f eede r
i nto the m a i n cana l at Ora m el .

Those days a re pas sed , the wr i te r i s an o ld m an . the boat ba sl

cru m bled to dust
,
i t s crew and passengers have a l l o r near ly al l c ros sed

the dar k r iver ! the sa m e sun sh ines as br ight ly to—day
,
bu t i t sh i nes

not on the glas sy wa ters o f th e f eede r
,
but on i ts rap id ly d i sappea r ing

t rac k
,
a fi t ho m e for f rogs and m a lar i a

,
and but few there a re now

9



RE) l] OF ROCHESTER .

who eve r heard th e l one toot o f th e croo k ed b ras s horn o f the cap ta in
ech o ing a m ong the green c lad h i l l s o f Craw ford c ree k . as a s igna l to
the passengers that th e boat was gett ing ready to s tart . I t i s the course
o f al l th ings

,
th e old m u s t give wav to th e new . but on ly for dea th

could we have l i fe .

aboard for P ortage and in term ediate ports

by canal pack et boat Frances !

5 U P P L I E §
I NE S &C.

T H E P A C K E T BO A T F R AN C E S L E AV I N G H E R D O C K A T O R A M E L
F E E D E R FO R P O R T A G E 6 5 Y E A R S A G O .

The s teersmm z and bowsman getting ready to cas t of the lines as

the last notes of the crook ed brass horn migrated am ong the wooded

h ills ofCrawford creek
,
the passengers com ing and getting aboard the

hoat at the pack et dock in Oram el.

Th ere was th e old and the new Oswego l i ne s , co m ing i n to th e
Er i e canal a t Syracu se ! Rom e and New Yor k l i ne and B lac k R i ve r

l i ne runn ing f ro m New Yor k C i ty to Carthage on th e B lac k r ive r .

There were p l enty o f oth e r l ine s i n those day s o f cana l u se fu lnes s
whose boat s car r i ed pa s sengers a s we l l a s f re igh t . Thousands o f

e m igran ts w e re t ranspor ted . thev and the i r househo ld effec t s f ro m
New Yor k to Buffa lo

,
then by stea m boat to a l l po int s on th e la k e s .

Pac k ets beaut i ful ly pa inted car r i ed pas sengers and the i r baggage , al so
expres s pac k ages

,
wh i l e o the rs car r i ed both passengers and f re igh t !

th ey pa id doubl e tol l and had the r igh t o f way , l i k e the passenge r

t ra in s on th e ra i l road . \v\
'

here boa t s were congregated at l oc k s , wa i t ing

10
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the i r tu rn to loc k th rough
,
the s e pac k et s coul d pas s the m al l

,
wh ich

ca l l ed fo rth m anv an oath f ro m oth er boat capta in s th ere i n wa i t ing .

Som et i m es a heav i ly loaded f re igh t boat would pay doub l e to l l
and pas s a l l oth ers wa i t ing at the loc k

,
m a k i ng the oth e r boat m en m ore

angry than for th e pas senge r boat to go by the m
,
and so m et i m e s they

wou ld ge t i nto fights . The rate was two cent s pe r m i l e for l ight boat s ,
and d iffe rent pr i ces for f re ight . accord ing to the d i s tance carr i ed .

Boat s were so nu m erous at that t i m e on th e Er ie cana l
,
th at a b ro k en

loc k
,
o r a boat c rossw i se

,
wou l d i n one - hal f h our caus e an accu m u l a

t i on o f dozens o f boat s on e i the r s i de o f the obs t ruct i on .

About the co m m ence m ent o f the C i v i l war there was a b rea k at
Li tt l e Fa l l s ! the boats go ing east reach ed f ro m H e r k i m e r to Syracuse ,
s i x ty - n ine m i l e s

,
and as m any th e other s i de o f th e b rea k co m ing wes t .

I can re m e m ber a l i t t le c i rcu m stance wh ich neve r d id
,
nor neve r

wou ld
,
happen aga in . Wh i l e wa i t i ng i n th e crowd o f boat s

,
I l e f t m y

boat
,
w ith so m e oth e rs

,
to s t ro l l al ong down the cana l . I passed th e

wa i t ing boats
,
and i n rotat i on not fa r apart

,
were th ree

,
one whose

na m e was “
The S ta r

"
! th e next one

“The Spangle” ,
and a short d i s

tance i n l i ne was th e Banner” . They m ight run on foreve r and neve r

h appen to be placed in such rotat ion aga in .

Hundreds o f boat s towed by s tea m boat s up and down the r ive r
f ro m New Yor k to A lbany every day . Boa t s we re c l ea red f ro m Bu f
fal o by th e hundred so m e days

,
and sixtv or e igh t m os t eve ry day o f

cana l nav igat i on .

Tonawanda
,
w i th i t s lu m ber laden boats and huge ra ft s o f sh i p

t i m bers go ing to t i dewa ter
,
added to th e l i s t

,
k ept th e loc k - tende rs busy .

Those ra f ts were co m posed o f sect ions cal l ed cr ibs
,
as long as coul d

be loc k ed ! there were s ix o f th e m fa stened togethe r bu t they m ust be
uncoup led to pas s th rough the l oc k s . The ra f t’s c rew l ived i n a so rt
o f rough board shanty . They needed no stee rs m an , for i t would drag
c lose by th e towpath s i de

,
and boats k ep t the outs i de

,
and the crew o f

the ra f t carr i ed the tow ing l ine o f the pas s i ng boa t over the ra f t . I f

there were crowds o f boat s at the loc k , the loc k - tender would loc k

one cr ib o r sect ion o f ra f t , then a boa t and so on
,
the re fo re wh i l e

one whol e ra f t was be i ng l oc k ed th rough
,
s i x boat s woul d b e loc k ed

,

m a k i ng i t s low wor k for the ra ft s m en and hard fo r the poor horse s .

The t raffi c o f the l ate ra l canal s swe l l ed the Er i e to huge propor

t i ons
,
the Genesee Val l ey co m ing i nto the Er i e at Roche s te r f ro m

the A l l egany r iver
,
runn ing th rough Portv i l l e

,
Olean

,
Cuba

,
Bel fast

,

1 1
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Mt . Morr i s . Sco t t sv i l l e , and oth e r towns , and a b ranch twelve m i l e s
f ro m S onvea going to Dansv i l l e .

Many o f th e places have changed na m es s i nce ol d canal day s .

Spence rpor t , now cal l ed Fowl erv i l le ! Sha k ers . now Sonyea ! Bru sh
v i l le . now Tuscarora ! Messengers H ol l ow

,
now Oa k land ! M ixv i l l e

La nd ing , now Rossburgh . Th ree or fou r m i l e s be l ow Caneadea i s a

beau t i fu l te m pe rance town cal l ed Houghton , wi th a noted th eo logica l

se m inary ! th ere i s a l so a fine grove w i th an aud itor iu m where each

vea r i n Augu s t i s h e l d a wee k ’s ca m p m eet ing
,
attended by thousand s

o f peopl e and m any noted spea k e rs ! i t was once ca l l ed Joc k ey S t . and

conta i ned a l ow
,
v i l e tave rn .

East o f th e Genesee Val lev at Montezu m a there ca m e into the
Er ie cana l hundreds o f boa t s f ro m th e coa l chutes on both the S eneca
and Cayuga la k es . The Oswego cana l runn ing f ro m La k e Onta r io to
Syracu se , th e B lac k r i ve r co m ing in at Ro m e , th e Chenango at U t i ca .

and th e Nor thern cana l f ro m La k e Cha m pla i n to Troy . By the t i m e

a l l the boat s f ro m th ese d iffe rent waterways reached th e Er i e th ey
could be counted by th e thousands

,
and thousands o f do l la r s worth o f

property was floated to and f ro m t i dewater . Every hour o f the day
you cou ld count f ro m auv cana l br i dge , th e whol e l engt h o f the canal

e igh t or ten boats go ing eas t or we s t
,
and at n igh t th e headl ight s f ro m

the boa t s l oo k ed l i k e a torch l igh t proce ss i on .

At the present t i m e you can watch th e cana l a l l day w i thout see i ng
one boat . Carry ing f re igh t on the cana l now i s l i k e ange l s ’ v i s i t s

,
f ew

and far be tween .

’

Ra i l roads h ave supe rseded the canal s
,
fo r they can

m ove f re igh t so m uch fa ste r ! th e bu i ld i ng o f th e Ba rge cana l l oo k s to
m e l i k e a u se l e s s expense ! bu t then i t m a k e s bus ine s s a long the l i ne .

wor k for poo r m en , and w i l l be an i dea l place fo r pl ea sure and m o tor
boat s .

I n th e old days o f canal u se fu lnes s there were m any occa s ions for
quarre l i ng a m ong boat m en and fight ing was an eve ry day occu rrence

.

e spec ia l ly a m ong oppos i t i on l i ne boat s . Capta in s wou ld h i re m en

m ore for t he i r fight ing abi l i t i e s than the i r sea m ansh i p i n m anaging a
boat . Som e boat s wh i ch had difi

'

icultv i n pas s ing each othe r
,
have

been k nown when m ee t i ng aga in
,
to t i e up a longs i de o f each othe r

and go to figh t i ng ! when one gave up and sa id
,

“enough th ey unt ied

and wen t the i r d iffe ren t wavs . a s th ough noth ing unusua l had
happened .
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There were cana l bul l i e s a l l a l ong th e l ine , one , a col ored m an .

cal l ed Sleepy Fran k "
,
was a m atch f or any one ! he cou ld j u m p clear

across a loc k four teen or fi fteen fee t ! the loc k s are w ide r now . Then

there was o ld Ben St reete r
,
a l l Val l ev cana l boa t m en k new h i m ! he

wa s gene ral ly fea red fo r h i s fight ing qua l i t i e s . He l i ved a t the Rap ids ,

a t tha t t i m e out o f the c i ty o f Rocheste r
,
but now the c i ty runs c l ea r

by i t . Ben Streete r stee red th e fi rs t cana l boat that ran up f ro m Roch
e ste r to Mt . Morr i s . He was ca l le d th e Rocheste r bu l ly , and fough t

the bul ly o f Buffa l o i n the o l d Reynold s A rcade fo r one hour and
l ick ed h i m ! no office r da red i nte r fe re at that t i m e .

The t i m es have changed for the be tte r . They cou ld not figh t there

now for fi ve m inute s w i thout be i ng arre sted . Pol i ce m en were few i n

th e c i ty then , fight ing was cons i dered a m anly ar t
,
and the best m an

i n a fight
,
was pra i sed and feared ! now fight ing i s ca l led b rut i sh unl e s s

i n se l f - de fense . One th ing i n the i r favor at that t i m e
,
they used only

the i r fi s t s or the i r boot s . wh i l e at th e p resent t i m e , when a fight i s

on , a gun or k n i fe i s u sed ,
m any t i m es fata l ly ! a t that t i m e I neve r saw

any dead ly weapon s used or anyone k i l l ed or d i sab l e d to any great ex
tent ! when a m an sa i d enough they qu i t and so m et i m e s shoo k hands

,

and the vanqu i sh ed woul d apologi z e and say “you are the be st m an ,
su re", and perhaps go to so m e tavern and d r i n k togethe r . One s m al l

s i zed boat capta in used to j u m p off h i s boat at any l i t t l e m isunder
s tand ing and figh t ! he invar iab ly got the worst o f i t , bu t th a t d id no t
prevent h i m f ro m j u m ping offat th e next quarre l . and I neve r saw h i m
w i thou t a scratched face o r a b l ac k ened eve . Al l o f the s ide — cu t
cana l s had the i r fight ing m en . and i n fact near ly a l l boat m en pr id ed

the m se lve s on the th en ca l l ed
,
m anly art .

I can a l so recal l to m e m ory m any a good m an on the Val l ey
cana l . They d id not pose as fighte rs

,
th ey were too gent le m anly fo r

tha t . and would avo id gett ing in to t roub l e . bu t I woul d not adv i se any
one to i m pose upon the m too m uch . Geo . Eggle ston o f B roc k port ,
Johnn ie Rover o f Dansv i l l e

,
the Bur k e Boys o f Mt . Morr i s

,
and p lenty

o f o thers
,
good fe l l ows and good boat m en

,
ready to g ive a help ing

hand to anv needy one .

\Vhisk v or st rong dr i n k
,
then as wel l as now

,
was the pr inc ipa l

cause o f quarre l i ng and fight ing
,
not only a m ong boa t m en bu t

tea m ste rs
,
l og cutte rs

,
m i l l hands

,
and even far m ers would get togethe r

on certa i n occas i ons
,
general ly a ft e r pay day , and the pr inc ipa l i dea

was to have what thev cal l ed a good t i m e , dr i n k i ng , t reat ing and
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ca rous ing f ro m one tave rn or sal oon to anothe r
,
unt i l th e i r m oney was

a l l spent
,
so m e stagger i ng ho m e

,
o thers dead drun k i n the l oc k —up ,

or

ca red for by the i r fa m i l i e s or f r i ends . That was the way th ey gen
erally d i sbanded , to ge t togethe r aga in at the next pay day or so m e

noted occas i on
,
and go th e sa m e d i sgrace fu l rounds aga i n ! and ye t they

w e re ca l led c i v i l i z ed hu m an be i ngs . S uch custo m s and dr in k ing hab i t s .

have created end les s suffe r i ngs and poverty i n the fa m i l i e s o f such
dr i n k i ng m en . Although st rong d r in k o ften brough t about a t ragedy
I k new o f case s where i t brough t a co m edy as wel l .

There were two m en who were runn i ng a boat toge ther . They
arr ived i n th e c i ty o f Roche ster l ate one S atu rday n igh t ! one sen t th e
othe r w i th a do l la r to get prov i s i on s t o la s t the boat’s crew ove r S un
day . When h e returned he had a j ug o f wh i s k y and one l oa f o f
bread The oth er par tne r was l oo k ing at th e pu rchases wh en h i s m a te
sa i d

,
Wha t are y ou th i n k ing of?

” “
Oh

,
no th in '

,
only I woul d l i k e to

k now what i n H m ade you get so m uch b read !” The cana ls , l i k e

other sect i ons . have re for m ed . The te m perance w ave i s spread ing .

the wr i ter was a boy a l m ost eve ry m an d ran k and u sed tobacco .

and even th e wo m en s m o k ed and used snuff ! a snuff box and tobacco
pouch were rec k oned as hou sehold u tens i l s

,
wh i s k y

,
c i de r and tobacco

were cons idered as e s sent i a l a s any othe r groce r i e s . There was a

groce ry a t every l oc k
,
and so m et i m es two

,
on the Er i e canal

,
where in

tox icating l i quors were so ld . I t was cus to m ary w i th the groce ry
propr i eto r to t rea t th e cap ta i n when purcha s ing suppl i e s for h i s boa t ,
and th e whol e crew

,
i f the t rade was heavy

,
then the crew would ge t

m oney o f the capta i n on th e i r wages and t reat each oth e r
,
and so i t

went ! wh is k y was cons i de red es sent i a l . What a change ! The old

un inhab i tab l e wrec k s o f so m e o f those groce ry he l l - hol es can s t i l l be
seen rott i ng down . No m ore l iquor i s so ld i n the m , and the f ew boa t
m en nav igat ing the Er i e cana l to - day

,
are m ost ly te m perate . Up the

Gene se e Va l ley the re were wh i s k y shops in eve ry town . Fro m Joc k ey

S t reet t o Be l fa st , only seven or e igh t m i le s , the re were ten or m ore
m i serab le apologi e s for hote l s . I t was a new count ry

,
s tea m and

wate r saw m i l l s dott ing the va l l eys . Tea m s draw ing lu m be r . sh i ngle s .

stavebolts
, ra i l road t i e s and cord wood were on eve ry road ! al l fa m i l i e s

u sed wood for fuel , i n fact
,
th ey k new o f noth ing e l se to u se .

“food wa s used i n a l l th e c i t i e s
,
and th e fi rs t ra i l road s burned m i l l i ons

o f cord s t o fi re th e i r engines .

Dee r were nu m erou s i n A l l egany Coun ty i n th e ea rly stage s o f
cana l nav igat i on

,
m a k ing i t an i dea l pl ace fo r hunte rs . and a m ong al l
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the inhab i tants o f that sect i on at tha t t i m e I k new o f only one s t r i ct
te m perance m an ! I pre su m e there were othe r s . H e ca m e f ro m Or leans

county to supe r i ntend th e const ruct i on o f the l oc k s at Ora m e l , and
the acqueduct at Caneadea . He m arr i e d H annah E m ery , o f Marsh
sett le m ent

,
and bu i l t a saw m i l l i n the town o f Caneadea on Shongo

cree k
.
He advocated te m pe rance a t a l l t i m e s

,
when to do so brough t

s l urs and cur se s f ro m those a round h i m , st rongly add ic ted to th e
l i quor hab i t so preval ent a t that t i m e .

Yes
,
Dav i d I Dudl ey was the na m e o f that Nature ’s nob l e m an .

and the foste r paren t o f the w r i te r
,
who w i l l neve r forge t wh i le l i f e

l a st s th e te m perance l e s sons and fatherlv adv i ce that have pe rhap s
saved th e fos ter— son f ro m stu m bl ing into m any p i t fa l l s . The ger m s

o f te m pe rance cu l t i va ted years ago by tha t b l e s sed m an probab ly had
so m eth i ng to do w i th m a k i ng so m e proh ib i t i on towns a long th e aban
doned wa te rway o f the Genesee Val l ev canal . Th i s i s not i ntended

for a te m perance l ecture
,
but th e love I have fo r m y f el low boat m en ,

a s we l l a s a l l hu m an ity , causes m e to advocate i t eve rywhere , k now ing

as I do the ter r ib l e cu r se i nte m perance h as enta i l ed a m ong i t s m any
v i ct i m s . A m aj or i ty o f peopl e have been taught to be l i eve that l i cense
to se l l th i s po i son i n a town mak e s m ore bus ines s . Yes , i ndeed i t does ,
so m e k inds o f bus i nes s . Bus ines s fo r the doctors , to cure d i sease s

caused by th e te rr ib le s tuff . Bus ines s for lawvers t o s ett l e quar re l s

cau sed by the sa m e . Bus ines s fo r poorm asters to supply mece s

s i t i es to poor fa m i l i e s m ade dependent by s t rong dr i n k . More

bus i nes s for taxpayers to get m oney to pay for m urde r tr i a l s

caused by drun k en braw l s , and last , but not l eas t , bus i nes s in, hell for

the devil We hear i t advocated that the wor ld i s gett i ng m ore w ic k ed ,
bu t I can prove i t otherwise fl where 'l once saw drun k ennes s I see i t

no m ore . Bu i ld i ngs can be ra i se d and harvest ing can be done w i thout
wh i s k y , wh i ch once was i m poss ib l e . I can re m e m ber m any fata l acc i
dents caused bv st rong dr in k served at ra i s ing . Te m perance waves

have washed away th e wh i s k y fu m es o f Joc k ey S t .

,
now Houghton ,

Burrv i l le . Caneadea
,

tavern and Youngs
,
at Ora m e l f eede r ,

and m any other p laces .

Ora m e l at that t i m e was a bus ines s place . I t was ca l culated by
i t s founde r , Oram e l Gr iffin to beco m e a c i ty . The re was a hote l

,
a

nu m ber o f sa loons , a drug store , and severa l other s tores , a paper was

a l so pr i nted there by Purdy . and m any dwe l l i ng houses that a l l s igns o f
a re now obl i terated . The cana l f eede r at Ora m e l was l i ned w i th
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l u m ber . sh ing l e s . stave bol ts , etc .
,
to be l oaded on boat s fo r Roche ste r ,

New Yor k
.
and in ter m ed iat e port s . Ora m el l os t a good share o f i t s

bu s i ne s s when the cana l was fin i sh ed to Olean . The re was a grea t
ce l ebra t i on when i t wa s fin i sh ed to Bel fa st . The fi rs t boat carr i ed a

l oad o f pas sengers to that p lace ! th ey had a cannon on board and
fi red i t f requent ly

,
wh i l e th e ban k s we re l ined w i th th e chee r ing in

hab i tant s o f the su rround ing countrv . Be l fast Was qu i te a v i l l age a t
that ear ly date

,
and when th e cana l was fin i shed th e s l eepy ol d town

awa k ened
,
and has been w ide awa k e ever s i nce . Bus ine s s m en ca m e

f ro m oth e r places to wor k i n d iffe rent capac i t i e s .

There was a warehou se and drvdock bu i l t by a m an f ro m Dans
v i l l e

, S . Ti t sworth
,
who d id qu i te an ex tens ive bus i ne s s as co m m i s

s ion m erchant and repa i re r o f boat s . Geo . Cha m be r la i n f ro m Roch

este r bough t l u m ber fo r th e H ol l i s te r Lu m ber Co . i n th at c i ty .

There are a nu m be r o f th e ol d Genesee Va l ley boat m en st i l l liv
i ng i n Bel fast and near towns . th e Bur k e Broth ers , Ja m es Fox o f
Ora m e l

,
C . Reeves , and Aaron Stone , near O ra m e l , and othe rs , a l l

good bu s i ne s s m en . So m e are far m e rs and inst ead o f th e quest i on

be i ng interchanged are th ey pay ing for l u m ber sh ipped to
Roch es te r ?" they s i ng ou t when m eet i ng ,

“
VVhat

’

s cheese br inging th i s

wee k ?

Th rough the cour te sy o f one o f those prospe rous ex - boat m en
,

Capta i n Aaron S tone , I have been able to secure so m e m ore data o f the
ea rly day s o f the Val ley canal . The fi rs t boat a rr ived a t Cuba i n

October
,
1856. Wh i t Gou ld was th e capta i n . Crowds escorted i t

i n to Cuba w i th a band o f m us ic ! i t was a great day for that v i l l age ,
wh i s k y was pl ent i fu l and f ree to a l l

,
both on the boat and at o ther

places .

The l a s t boat the re was i n the year 1878 , l e f t on the botto m o f
the cana l nea r where i s now the Cuba Cheese and Co ld S torage p lan t ,
when the wate r was drawn off and the Genesee Va l l ey cana l was
abandoned and wate r co m m un i cat i on to Cuba was ended . The boa t
was th e Cuba l ighte r

,
owned by Mess rs . Cu t te r and B i shop . Th i s b i t

o f h i sto ry was secu red f ro m an old copy o f the Cuba “
Pat-riot i n

the old cana l days i t was handy for the far m ers along the l i ne
,
fo r i t

f etch ed a m ar k et r igh t a t th e i r own doors for oat s . hay ,
por k and a l l

o th er th ings they had to spare . Horse s we re i n great de m and at a l l

p r i ce s , f ro m hund red s o f dol la rs to fou r or fi ve . accord ing to the
weal th o f the boat m en . Som e poor boat m en woul d be neces s i ta ted to
u se horse s too old or poor to be o f m uch serv ice .
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The boat s bu i l t on th e Gene see Val l ey were ve ry pre t ty , general ly
round bow and square ste rn

,
n i ce ly pa inted

,
so m e fourteen feet w ide

,

and e ighty f eet long . There was a cab i n a t th e s te rn fo r l iv ing pur
poses

,
and a hands’ cab i n o r fo r horse s at the bow . They served as a

n i ce l i t t le ho m e fo r th e water m an and h i s fa m i ly ! they wou l d car ry
n inety tons

,
i f loaded w i th lu m ber

,
fi f ty to e ighty thousand feet

,
ac

co rd ing to i t s degree o f season ing
,
and forty o r fi fty cord s o f wood .

They cou ld le ad th ree and one - hal f fee t
,
that was th e l aw ! i f l oaded

m ore than that
,
i t was hard fo r th e poor horses , a s th e boat would

drag th e botto m o f the cana l .
I presu m e there are so m e l iv ing now who can re m e m ber the

na m es o f so m e o f the Val l ey boats . Ne l son Lareau o f Tuscarora !
Burns and Wave , The Bersey- K i ng

,
and the D i antha Mar iah , a l l o f

Dansv i l l e ! Fash ion o f Cast i l e , Ho m er o f Cayuga , C . J . War r i ngton o f

Crescent
,
and the A . S . Ba k e r . I cou ld m ent i on m any m ore but these

are suffic i ent .

One o f the Munsey gi r l s
,
Han k Munsey’s s i s te r

,
was a natura l

boatwo m an . She s teered he r father’s boat acros s th e r ive r be low Mt .

Morr i s when th e water was so h igh i t was dangerous
,
and no man

dared to ste e r o r even go in the boat w ith he r . She m ade the loc k on

the othe r s i de o f the r ive r a l l r ight ! i f She had not
,
th e boat would

have went ove r th e S tate da m wh i ch wou ld undoubted ly have
drowned her and sun k the boat . She a f te rwards bu i l t and run a boa t
herse l f . I th i n k She m arr i ed one o f the W i l ey boys o f th e Rap ids .

The re we re the B lodget boys o f Dansv i l l e
,
good boat m en

,
a l so the

Bur k e s o f Mt . Morri s
,
the Donne l ly s o f Spencerport , and plenty o f

others , but we cannot enu m erate the m al l .
Be low Ora m e l was a w idewate r ca l l ed th e Bas in

,
used for stor

ing sh i p t i m be rs , to be m ade into ra f t s . Ora m e l was a busy p lace

then ! no m ore w i l l boat m en crowd i ts s t reet s o r the i r loud vo i ce s be
heard s inging out -

“
Hurrah— lock o r “

Go on
,
J ohnnie when the

boat was loc k ed through . The o ld tu m bl e - down loc k s can st i l l be seen
al l a long th e Pennsylvan ia Ra i l road fro m Olean to Roches te r

,
and

so m e o f the m are st i l l i n a good state o f preservat i on . Now th e ra i l

road fol lows on th e tow i ng path o f the o ld canal . I t ta k e s about th ree
hours to ge t to Roches te r f ro m Bel fas t ! when th e wr i te r was a boy,

i t too k twenty - four hours . You too k th e stage i n the m orn ing at Be l
fas t or Caneadea , arrrived for d inner at Portage , then stage th rough
Brook sgrove ,

arr iv i ng in the a f te rnoon at Mt . Morr i s
,
then too k th e
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pac k et boat r ide al l n ight , and i f no detent i on occurred to the boat
you a rr ived i n th e c i ty next m orn ing . You cou ld s leep on the boat

and get your m ea l s i f you w i shed . I t was sp l end id board
,
equa l to

any fi rst- c la s s hote l , and m any t i m es , supe r io r . You had your be rth

as s igned to y ou th e sa m e a s on a ra i l road s leeper . The berth s were

m ade o f canvas
,
ca l l ed sac k ing f ra m e s

,
hung on i rons fastened“

on

the ins i de o f the boat , pu t up by the s teward a t bedt i m e
,
and ta k en

down i n the m orn ing to m a k e roo m for brea k fas t se rv i ce and par lor

conven i ences . The dec k m ade a fine
,
pi ctu re sque pro m enade

,
espec i a l ly

on m oonl ight n ights . The horse s wou ld trot
,
giv i ng th e boat the

A P A S S E N G E R P A C K E T O N T H E E R I E C A N A L O V E R 6 0 Y E A R S A G O

speed o f a l igh t car r i age and horses . I t was a n ice , soc i abl e way to

t rave l w i th vour f r i ends
,
and that i nc luded al l o f th e pas sengers on

the boat
, g ivmg you the pl ea sure o f an out i ng or p i cn i c co m b ined

wi th bus i nes s trave l .

I can re m e m ber the na m es o f the pac k et boats runn i ng f ro m Mt .
Morr i s to Rocheste r when I was a boy . Two l e f t each p lace eve ry

n igh t
,
Sundavs excepted , one car ry ing fre igh t and pas sengers , the

o ther passengers , baggage and expre ss . The i r na m es were
,

“
The Dia

m ond “May Fly”

,

“May Flower”
,
and “

Dansv i l l e” . The boats

doc k ed d i scha rged cargo and pa ssengers
,
i n a s l i p

,
j us t bac k o f

where lunch and ea t i ng roo m s a re l ocated at the pre sent t i m e on Ex
change s t ree t . a t th e wes t end o f th e aqueduct . The bu i ld ing was a
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warehouse d i rect ly oppos i te th e Cl i nton hote l
,
a noted hos te l ry i n those

days . I t i s where Dan Bro m ley m oored h i s pac k e t
,
the

“
Red B ird

"

o f the E m p i re l i ne .

In pac k et days boat s v i ed w ith each oth er to be the faste r , and
i t was ten dol la rs fine fo r boats t o pas s th rough th e cana l at m ore than
four m i le s per hou r . Boat capta in s

,
wi sh ing to k eep ah ead and ou t

run r iva l boats
,
would j u m p off a t each co l lector s office and pl an k

down a ten dol la r b i l l when offering th e i r c l earance to be s igned . Tha t
saved arrest

,
s toppage o f boat

,
and a t r i a l by Court . The next capta i n

co m ing a fte r
,
d id the sa m e th ing , m a k ing i t qu i te expens ive , a s th e re

were co l le ctors’ offi ce s i n every large town . The passengers were a s

enthus i as t ic as the c rews to k eep ahead . and would help the capta in
pay the fine . and in shal low wa te r o r when pass ing boa t s . where i t wa s
h ard wor k fo r th e horse s , wou ld j u m p ashore . grab the tow ing l ine.
and pu l l on i t . a l l the t i m e shout ing fo r th e i r boat . Even bys tanders
i n towns and fa r m ers i n the country had the i r favor i t e boat o r l i ne

,
and

would get exc i ted and help pu l l the boat on an e m e rgency
,
i f th ey hap

pened to be the re s inging out
,
Hurrah ! for the ‘

Red B i rd’ o r “
Hur

rah ! fo r Capt . S tevens” ,
or whateve r the na m e o f the boat or capta i n

o f the i r cho ice . Money changed hands equa l to be t t i ng at a horse o r
boat race at the p res en t t i m e . When I was a boy I h i red ou t as bows
m an on Jacob Grow ’s boat

,
the “

Ho m er” o f Cayuga . He was co m

m only ca l led Unc le Ja k e . He had a lways been a fa r m er , bu t when
the Val ley cana l was fin i shed

,
he sol d h i s far m and bought a cana l

boat
,
w i th Edward VVashbourn for stee rs m an . Uncle Ja k e

’s son De

v i l l o as coo k
,
an I r i sh boy for dr ive r

,
and m yse l f a s bows m an . Tha t

const i tuted th e boat’s c rew
,
bes i des the O ld Man . Al l capta in s were

cal l ed “the o l d m an” by the c rew
,
no m at ter i f they are but boys i n

co m m and o f anv wate r c ra f t . Once co m ing through the loc k s be low
Fi l l m ore

,
Unc l e Ja k e got exc i ted and got so m e oa k u m that had been

put by acc ident i n th e place he k ept h i s tobacco and he was ca l l ing
down the groce ry m an for se l l ing h i m such poor - tobacco be fore he
found out what i t was . Thev used oa k u m for ca l k ing the boats ! i t
ve ry m uch rese m b l es tobacco and i s p robab ly no t ha l f a hurt fu l .

One even ing m y old f r i end Devillo cut up about a bushe l o f pota
toes and th rew the m out o f the w indow

,
th i n k ing the m poor by the d i m

l ight
,
when they were only p in k ins ide , and at another t i m e he went

t o dra i n the potatoes ove r th e taffra i l o f the boat , when the cove r
s l i d off and our d inne r o f po tatoes tu m bl ed i nto the cana l ! and so th e
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l augh ca m e fi rst on one and th en th e othe r . On one t r i p a funny
th ing happened

,
wh ich brough t th e l augh on m e . Just be low the

S cot t sv i l l e loc k I saw ,
as I supposed . a

"

wi ld duc k sw i m m ing beh ind
th e boat . I ran down into th e cab i n , got th e shotgun , and fi red at i t ,
k i l l i ng the supposed duc k . G i v ing th e dr ive r a p i k e po l e , he l e f t h i s
ho rse s and went bac k and fi shed out one o f m y own m i ttens that had
fal l en unperce ived overboard

,
th e thu m b l oo k ing l i k e a duc k ’

s head .

I t was a long t i m e be fore I heard th e las t o f duc k , Dev illo o f rotten

potatoes
,
or Cap t . Ja k e o f oa k u m tobacco . I m ent ion the se i nc i d ent s

to l et th e reade r k now there were occas i ons for spo rt on board tho se “

water cra f t s .

Boats
,
accord ing to cana l regu lat i ons

,
m us t tu rn to the r igh t when

pass ing . That was th e o ld law ! now on the Er i e those go i ng toward s
t i dewate r . tha t i s eas t . m ust d rop th e i r l i ne to l e t the wes te rn boa t
go over, and not stop tow ing , fo r th e cu rren t general ly runs east , thus
float ing th e t i dewate r boat on the cu rrent

,
and not usua l ly affect ing

i t s speed
,
when i f th e west boat s topped for the l i ne to s in k under

the o th er boat
,
the cu r ren t be i ng aga inst i t . would great ly retard i ts

headway .

Boa t s w i sh ing to pas s each othe r
,
and go ing i n th e sa m e d i rect ion ,

the head boat go ing s lowe r
,
m ust stee r ove r to th e be r m ban k

,
or m ore

co m m only ca l led th e hee lpath
,
stop , and le t the othe r and fas ter one by .

S tea m boat s a lways ta k e th e out s ide o f h ee lpath o f horse - tow ing boats
,

so a s not to be m ixed up w i th th e tow ing l i nes . Boats when w i th in
a ce rta i n d i s tance o f th e l oc k cannot be passed unt i l th ey are loc k ed
th rough on to anothe r l eve l .

S o m e o f the ol d groce r i e s and wrec k s o f warehou ses can be seen
a l l a l ong the cana l s at th i s da te and at M t . Morr i s can be

seen Bur k
’

s o ld tave rn , whe re th e pac k et s d i scha rged th e i r passengers
and f re igh t . Fi l l m ore has st i l l th e ol d sto re and warehouse o f J . B .

Wh i tbec k
,
and at Caneadea on ly a pa rt o f the warehouse wal l i s v i s ibl e ,

oppos i te the Pennsy lvan ia Ra i l road depo t . I t was once k ept by Mar k
Ti t swor th . for m e rly o f Dansv i l l e ! he i s b roth e r o f S . Ti t sworth .

who
bu i l t the Be l fas t warehou se and dry doc k . The enterpr i s ing and

beaut i fu l v i l lage o f Be l fa st was d i sgraced a few yea rs ago by th e turn
ing o f that h i stor i ca l bu i ld ing once u sed for t ransporta t i on purposes
i n to a l ow b rothe l

,
where two m urde rs were co m m i t ted . That c r i m e

awa k ened th e hone st c i t i zens to the i r duty
,
and th e consequence wa s

a te m perance town . At Roc k v i l l e th ere was a s m a l l l a k e m ade fo r a
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cana l f eeder , and fur the r up , near Cuba , i s a m uch large r one . Both

o f those re servo i rs we re not suffic i ent i n v ery dry t i m es to furn i sh

enough water for t ransportat i on purposes
,
and boat s have l a i d i n that

v ic i n i ty for wee k s
,
wai t i ng for a ra i n

,
be fore th e re was wa te r enough

to float the m .

Boat c rew s m any t i m e s would get in to m i sch ie f wh i l e wa i t i ng
dur ing those obst ruct i ons caused bv b rea k s in cana l

,
l oc k

,
o r low

water . and a l though there we re m any good hones t law — ab i d ing boat
m en , the re woul d ,

in a crowd o f boats . be m ore or le s s rowd i es
a m ong the crews . who wou l d ta k e advan tage o f the i r id leness to ge t

S C E N E O N L A K E C U BA , W H I C H I S N O W A N O T E D S U MM E R R E S O R T . I T W A S B U I L T BY

T H E S T A T E O F N E W Y O R K T O F U R N I S H W A T E R FO R T H E G E N E S E E V A L L E Y C A N A L .

i nto m i sch i e f . They pre tended to be fight i ng m en , and were gene ra l ly

feared by the c i t i z ens a long th e wate r h ighways . I re m e m ber when
so m e boa t s were s ta l led i n th e v i l l age o f Cuba wa it ing forwa ter , the
rough e le m ent o f the boats

’

c rews would get toge ther
,
swagger around

town , i nsu l t th e c i t i zens , and offe r to figh t every one they ca m e i n

contact w i th , c l i m b stovep ipes i n hote l s and m a k e nuicances of the m

selves gene ral ly . One n igh t they
,
th rough so m e pretex t or othe r

,
go t a

nu m ber o f th e fast boys around town to co m e aboard one o f the i r boa t s
,

wh i ch was anchored in th e m idd l e o f the canal
,
and the boat ruffi ans

were secreted unde r the dec k s . \Vhen the boys a l l got aboard they
pul l ed in th e runn ing plan k and set to pound ing and k i c k ing the i r v i s i
tors , then th rew the m overboard and so m e would undoubted ly have
been d rowned had th ere been wa te r enough for nav iga t i on . There
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was grea t re j o i c ing when there co m e suffic i en t wa te r for the boa t s
to sa i l away to th e i r respect ive port s .

Olean was a t tha t t i m e but a s m a l l v i l l age
,
but

,
get t i ng i t s s ta r t

f ro m cana l days , i s now a s m art l i tt l e c i ty , and m any houses are bui l t
ove r the decayed hul l s o f o l d boat s l e f t i n th e cana l bas i n . \Vestern

’

s

Mi l l s , th ree m i l e s f ro m Ol ean , sh ipped m i l l i on s o f f ee t o f lu m ber by
cana l . Portv i l le . th e las t v i l l age on th e canal , wa s a great sh ipp ing
port . Boat s cou ld go two m i l e s f ro m that p lace

,
l oc k i n to the A l l e

ghany r ive r , and load lu m ber f ro m m i l l s on that wate r .

I n th e early cana l days the re were boa t s owned by co m pan ie s
,

cal led L i ne boats
,
th ey h i red capta i n s to run th e m

,
who were gene ra l ly

o f th e rough cla s s . The co m pan i e s d i d not ca re i f th e i r boat s were
rush ed to the i r greate s t capac i ty . The capta i n s would h i re the i r own

c rews
,
who were gene ra l ly a s v i c i ous a s th e m se lves

,
and the i r coo k s

were usua l ly h i red f ro m an inte l l igence offi ce ! such ou tfi t s a s th i s gave
the cana l a bad na m e . There were

,
howeve r

,
so m e o f the capta i n s

who were re spectab le
,
and had the i r w ives

,
s i s te rs o r m othe rs attend

to th e office o f coo k ing
,
al though m ost o f th e Li ne boat s had rath e r

hard case s fo r th e i r c rews .

The i nd iv i dua l boats
,
owned by the capta in

,
usua l ly h i red a m ore

re spectabl e c rew . Many o f th e m l ived on the i r boat s i n the w inte r .

\Vhen the bus i ne ss began to fa i l th er e we re no m ore L i nes
,
and a m an

who w i shed
,
could

,
by be ing sav ing

,
pu rchase a boat , and was not a

loa fe r ! te m perance and respectab i l i ty too k th e place o f in te m perance
and figh t i ng

,
and now the wate r m en are a s re spec tab l e a s any othe r

c l as s o f peop l e
,
no m atte r what the i r vocat i on .

The two te r m inal s o f th e Er i e cana l , Buffa l o and New Yor k , i s

where m ost o f the boat s t i e up fo r th e w in te r . Er i e Bas i n i n B roo k lyn

i s set apa rt fo r th e use o f boat s
,
and when boa t i ng was good it wa s

qu ite a c i ty o f water c ra f t
,
and te m perance and v i r tue wa s as h igh ly

pr i zed a s i n any co m m uni ty on shore . I n th e wr i te r’s t i m e o f cana l
and r i ve r bu s i ne s s re l igi ous m ee t ings were h e l d th ere on a covered
canal boa t

,
fi t ted up fo r that purpose .

The McCaulyM i s s i on s ta rted th e fi rs t boat m an '

s rev iva l ! a l though
ra the r be l l igerent

,
i t se rved a good purpose . I th in k i t was John A l l en

who was k eep ing a l ow
,
v i l e dance hou se on Canal s t ree t . i n New

Yor k C i ty
,
wi th d r in k i ng and debauche ry as i ts m a in a t t rac t i on . He

beca m e conve r ted , k noc k ed i n th e head s o f h i s l i quor ba rre l s , d i s
cha rged h i s dance gi r l s

,
a f te r g iv ing th e m good adv ice . and s tarted

a prayer m ee t i ng in h i s bar roo m . I t wa s sold to McCauly a f te rward s .
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One n igh t a ha l f d run k en Oswego boa t m an
,
who was a no ted

bul ly and figh t ing m an
,
stu m bled i nto McCauly

’

s m i s s i on , i ntend i ng

to brea k up or d i sturb the m eet ing . I nstead , h e got conve rted h i m
se l f

,
and l i k e Pau l

,
h e saw a great l igh t , went ho m e to h i s boa t at Er i e

Bas in i n B roo k lyn . and the next day r igged seats and put up s tove s
to war m the boat ! be ing dec k ed al l ove r . i t m ade a ve ry co m fortab l e
pl ace to hold m eet i ngs . Then he wen t around to a l l o f the ne ighbor
i ng boats

,
to ld th e capta i ns there wou ld be serv i ce s he l d on h i s boa t

i n th e even ing
,
and i f they d id not co m e he woul d give the m a D

l i c k i ng
,
and that th ey wou ld catch H i f they o m i t ted be ing the re .

I t was a pretty effectua l i nv i tat i on . as the whole boa t co lony turned
out . He engaged m i n i s ters , who were on ly too glad to co m e and preach
the Gospe l

,
w ith the consequence tha t near ly eve ry boat m an was con

ve rted and the effec t was c lea r ly seen th e fo l l ow ing su m m er
,
when

m any boat s were t i ed up on Sundays
,
and the i r occupan t s went to

chu rch wheneve r possibe . And th e Oswego boa t m an
,
I have heard

s ince
,
converted h i s boat into a float ing Be thel . and he ld m eet ings

whereve r they chose to anchor .

That re l ig ious wave surged ove r the cana l do ing an i m m ense
a m ount o f good . Pove rty and d i sease changed to hea lth and wea l th ,

v i ce to v i rtue . unhappi ne ss to joy and gladness , f r i end ly conver sat i on

ta k ing the p lace o f d r in k ing and fight ing . We l l—dressed fa m i l i e s

wended the i r way f ro m the i r float i ng hom es to p lace s o f worsh i p on

Sundays , far d iffe rent f ro m the drun k en . q uar re l ing crews tha t wen t
f ro m the a le houses to figh t the i r w i ve s and fa m i l i e s on ge t t i ng bac k
to the i r beau t i fu l and grace fu l ve sse l s

,
d i sgrac ing the nob l e ca l l ing they

were engaged i n . The i r boa t s
,
i n shee r d i sgust

,
s t ra ined a t the i r

anchorage , to ge t away f ro m the i r debased owners
,
and the b r igh t .

spa r k l ing wa ters undernea th , ro i led the mse lve s i n anger . Than k God
,

the o ld d run k en days o f boa t m en are ove r
,
or near ly so

,
and how can

any one . no m atte r wha t h i s be l i e f i s . say the re i s noth ing in the re l igion
o f the Lord Jesus Chr i s t , when i t s effect s are so apparent on dr i n k ing
m en .
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C H A PTE R I I I .

Roch es te r was a s m a l l c i ty when th e wr i te r co m m enced runn ing
h i s boat f ro m Bel fa st to that p lace on th e Genes ee Val l ey cana l . The

l a rgest bu i ld ing th e c i ty conta ined at that t i m e was Reynolds A rcade !

the boys u sed to c rowd around and l oo k w i th wonde r on such a noted
t rave le r and as k h i m i f h e had seen the A rcade . He too k so m e o f h i s
o ld school m ate s occa s i ona l ly on h i s voyage

,
and th e wonders they saw

was m ater i a l enough fo r m any day
’

s conve rsat i on a m ong the i r f r i end s

on th e i r retu rn . The na m e o f the boat was th e A . S . Ba k e r o f M idd le

port . He h ad for a partne r a m an by th e na m e o f De los Hoff m an .

They m ade a nu m ber o f t r ip s to Roche s te r
,
then loaded at Portv i l l e

for A lbany ! a ft e r un load ing, th e boat was f ound to be unseaworthy
and was abandoned in Troy . There th ey par ted , De l os to tow a boat
w i th h i s horse s to Oswego

,
and th e w r i te r to go as p i l ot on an E r i e

Line boat . But be fore I engaged in that capac i ty
,
I too k th e car s

for Roches te r
,
and m et w i th th e exper i ence I w i l l now narra te .

I arr ived i n th e c i ty i n the a f t e rnoon
,
and j ust at dar k saun te red

up to Exchange s t ree t br i dge . At that t i m e i t was a co m m on h igh

b r idge
,
be fore h o i s t or sw ing br i dges had been invented . I was stand

i ng on th e b r idge
,
watch i ng the boat s gl i d i ng underneath . when a m an

w i th rathe r uns teady steps ca m e up to m e and sa i d
.

“
Do you k now

where I can get a stee rs m an I to ld h i m I cou ld stee r a boa t
,
was ou t

o f a ber th and wou ld engage w i th h i m for pe r m onth
,
i nc lud ing

board ! h e sa id ,

“al l r igh t
,
m y oth er s tee rs m an w i l l m eet u s at P i tt s

ford to — m orrow , whe re we w i l l l oad w i th potatoes for New Yor k C i ty .

We usual ly ca rry flour
,
a s m y boat i s a Roch este r L ine boa t . bu t th ere

i s no load ready a t pre sent” .

At that t i m e Rocheste r sh ipped thousands o f barre l s o f flou r everv
day dur ing cana l nav igat i on , m ost ly f ro m W’h i tney ’

s e l eva tor
.
and i t

was conceded a l l ov e r th e wor ld to be the b est flou r m anu factured any
where , and for that rea son wa s ca l l ed The Flou r C i ty" . Now i t

k eeps i t s na m e on account o f i t s beau t i fu l fl ower nur ser i es
,
but tha t

has noth ing to do w i th m y exper ience that n igh t .
The capta i n sa id to m e . ‘

G o aboard and te l l the coo k to d i sh you
up som e th ing . i f you a re hungry ! th ere

’

s the cra f t i n th e s l i p”

,
m ot ion

o n

Ar t
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i ng towards a n i ce ly pa inted ba l l head boat
,
ly ing i n the ol d pac k et

bas in . Those
‘

boats were bu i l t i n Rocheste r
,
dec k ed a l l over and ca l l ed

bald head”
for be ing round on th e bow

,
but by constant use the na m e

was perve rted to “Bul l head boat ! S ee picture on cover )

The capta i n stu m bled a l ong toward s Whee le r’s grocery and day
boat barn , and W

'

hee le r
’

s , l i k e a l l cana l groce r i es , k ept a bar . I t was on

the tow path s i de , and the bu i l d i ng can st i l l be seen j u st abov e th e Ex
change st reet br idge . I went aboard . k noc k ed at th e cab i n hatch be fo re
go ing down and be i ng hungry to l d th e gi r l what the capta i n sa id . She

d id not spea k a t fi rst , but loo k ed fr igh tened , and placed so m e cold m eat ,
potatoes and bread and butte r be fore m e

, and sa i d sh e would war m
up the potatoes and m a k e tea , but as th ere appeared to be no fire

,
I to ld

h e r not to do i t , as that was plenty good enough ,
and ate al l I wi shed .

She loo k ed as though sh e had been weep ing and see m ed a fra id .

I m ade m y way t o th e hands cab i n ,
i n the fo rward part o f the

boat . Hav ing m atche s , I s t ruc k a l igh t , f ound th e l a m p , s t i r red up
an old bun k

,
and turned in for a good s l eep . I did not go to s l eep ,

howeve r
,
but though t o f th e sad - l oo k i ng gi r l i n th e capta i n’s cab in . I

conc luded i t was h i s daugh ter and he had sco lded he r or sh e expected
h i m bac k d run k

,
or both . as that i s what I though t h i s cond i t i on wou ld

be as he staggered towards Whee l e r ’s groce ry . I m ust have fa l l en

as l eep
,
but the capta i n co m ing aboard awa k ened m e ! th en the re we re

voi ce s apparent ly i n argu m ent
,
the capta i n swear i ng , and k now ing h e

cou l d be swear i ng to no one but the g i r l , I opened th e door l ead ing
f ro m the hands’ cab in i nto th e m id shi p . Hear ing scuffling, I d ropped

down fro m whe re I was , and wal k ed bac k under dec k to the cab i n a ft ,
where I l earned that the gi r l was not the capta i n’s daugh te r . Then

she screa m ed , and I heard the capta i n cha s ing he r , but spraw l ing un

s tead i ly around .

The door l ead ing f ro m h i s cab in i nto the m id sh ip was not fas
tened

,
so I pushed i t open , and as he ca m e to that s ide , I reached into

the cab in , grabbed the s k ipper by the legs and j er k ed h i m th rough the
door . He fe l l h eav i ly on the k ee l son

,
wh i ch i s a h eavy p i ece o f wood

runn ing th rough the m iddl e o f th e boat f ro m ste m to s te rn . I t was

about breast h igh fro m th e m idsh ip to the cab in floor . and thu s s tunned
h i m when str i k ing .

I d id not s top to see whethe r h e was a l iv e o r not , but c l i m bed
up th rough th e ho l e wh ere I had pu l l ed th e capta i n , shut and bolte d
the door , and sa i d to the t re m b l i ng gi r l ,

'

You are a l l r ight
,
now

,
don ’t
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be a f ra id . I f h e i sn
’t dead now , I

’

ll k i l l h i m any way . Pac k up your
th i ngs i f you have any

,
and I w i l l go w i th you to th e pol ice stat i on ,

and you can te l l your s tory to th e m .

”
Then she cr i ed and sa id sh e

d i d not want to go anywhere but ho m e .

I th en h ea rd th e capta i n swea r i ng and stu m bl i ng around ins i de
,
so

I ran up on dec k , fo rward to m y cab i n , ran down , shut and bolted

th e doo r lead ing fro m ther e t o th e m i dsh ip
,
where th e capta i n was .

Then I k new we were sa f e . f or w i thout outs i de h el p , o r tool s , he

cou ld never get out . I ran bac k , got th e gi r l and he r s m al l bundl e
ashore

,
th en ye l l ed to th e capta i n

,
who was m u m bl ing cu rs es

,
to shu t

up
,
or I wou ld go down and b ra in h i m ! I cou ld be b rave th en

,
on th e

out s i d e
,
and Cap a pr i sone r . and I had an o ld s i ngl e barre l l ed pi sto l

and one load
,
about as dangerous as a m osqu i to’s b i t e .

The gi r l sa id she l iv ed about s ix m i le s up th e r iver , and that sh e
cou ld wal k

,
fo r sh e had s een a l l sh e wanted o f Roch este r . Her hom e

was near to what i s now ca l le d th e Junct i on
,
and i s on th e Pennsyl

van i a Ra i l road where i t c ros ses th e “fes t S hore
,
i n one o f th e houses

on th e r iver road f ro m P ly m ou th avenue in th e c i ty
,
th rough th e l i tt l e

v i l l age ca l l ed th e Rap ids at th at t i m e .

No one had h eard th e ru m pus . as that was the only boat i n th e
s l i p th at n igh t and pol i ce m en we re scarce i n th e c i ty at that t i m e .

Such a co m m ot i on now in th at v i c i n i ty would fetch a dozen o f the m .

as wel l a s hund red s o f c i t i zens . As I cou l d not pe rsuade he r to go
and ente r he r co m pl a int at the S tat i on

,
I conc luded to wal k ho m e w ith

h er , so ta k i ng th e s m a l l bundl e , we sta rted on our long n igh t ’s wal k ,
wi th no e l ectr i c l igh t s a s now . She k new that I was he r f r i end and

told m e how she ca m e to be on th e boat . S o m e o f he r ne ighbors to ld

he r i f sh e wanted to get wor k i n th e c i ty
,
a l l she had to do was to go

to an i nte l l igence office and th ey woul d get h er a pos i t i on . Her m oth er
was a w idow , and be ing poor , w ith noth ing to do i n th e country , sh e

thought , a s she was fi fteen yea rs o ld
,
sh e cou ld h e lp he r poor o l d

m o ther k eep the i r l i t t l e ho m e i f sh e cou ld ge t wor k . S o tha t m o rn ing

she had b i d h e r tear fu l m o ther good - bye ! sh e d i d not want her ch i ld to
go , sh e wou ld soone r sta rve . But the g i rl

.
l i k e m any othe rs

,
was a

l i t t l e w i l l fu l and though t sh e cou ld ta k e ca re o f he rse l f i n th e c i ty
,
and

that was the way sh e d id i t .
She wen t to th e i nte l l igence office

,
and th ey ca r ing noth ing fo r the

gi r l except to get th e i r fe e , persuaded he r to go a s coo k on th e capta i n’s

boa t for he had j u st then appl i ed fo r one
,
and sh e went a long w i th
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h i m
,
as i nnocent o f har m as though sh e was w i th her own fath er o r

brothe r . A fte r be i ng aboard a short t i m e sh e began to cons i de r her
pos i t i on

,
and the rough tal k o f th e capta in h ad opened he r eyes , and

the sad loo k s wh en I ca m e i n fo r supper . was th e consequence .

I k now not what wou ld h ave been the outco m e i f I had not p rov i
dentially arr ived upon th e scene as I d id , and the poor gi r l was

about t i red out be fore arr iv i ng at h e r ho m e , near m orn ing , hav i ng
t rave led th e sa m e road tw i ce that day ,

be s i de s the exper ience and one
do l l a r out fo r h e r fee at th e i ntel l igence offi ce ! but she brave ly p lodded
on

,
s topp i ng to re s t occa s i onal ly . She had a m pl e t i m e to acqua int m e

w i th h er h i story ! sh e had had exper i ence enough now , th rough no t
obey i ng her m o ther

,
to ta k e he r adv i ce ever a fte rwards ! and w i th

tears i n he r eye s she sa i d she woul d starve be fore sh e would eve r
v i s i t th e c i ty aga in w i thout a protecto r .

I was not m uch o f a ph i losophe r i n those days
,
but I to l d he r

that to obey he r m othe r and l i s ten to h e r counse l s
,
would be the great

e s t protecto r she cou ld eve r get . We wal k ed upon the tow ing path

of the cana l f ro m the rap id s unt i l we ca m e to what i s now th e R i ve r
View House

,
th en turned off on th e r ive r road and arr ived at h er ho m e

a m i l e or so up the r ive r . She awa k ened he r m othe r
,
and the God

ble ss ings” I rece ived a fte r acqua int ing her o f he r daughter’s e scape
f ro m th e d run k en cana l captain

,
i f worth anyth ing

,
wou ld put a regi

m ent o f s inners th rough purgato ry . I be l i eve they were good for

so m eth ing , however , a s I fe l t l i k e a hero afte r the pra i se s that were
heaped upon m e by those poor peop l e .

They r igged m e a bed upsta i rs and a l though near m orn ing, I had
qu i te a rest be fore co m ing down to brea k fa st , wh i ch m ust have been
nea r noon . The s i m ple m enu cons i sted o f ba k ed potatoes , gravy and

tea
,
but th e grate fu l loo k s o f both m oth er and daughte r sufficed fo r

brea d and de ssert . No one w i th plenty o f wea l th and re lat i ons cou ld
have rece ived m ore b le s s ings and tears when goi ng to th e wars , than

were given to m e when part ing f ro m the m that day . All th e cap i ta l
I owned then was good h ea l th

,
a good t rade o f boat m ansh ip

,
s i x do l lar s

and a l i t t l e change , bu t no ho m e , and no be rth on any boat , as I had

sac r i ficed m y pos i t ion engaged th e prev ious n igh t
,
bu t I l e ft th e m a

five do l la r b i l l . They d id not want to ta k e i t , and woul d not unt i l I

to ld the m I had plenty i n th e ban k . My ban k was the ban k s o f the

cana l and the m oney cou ld only be d rawn a fte r I had stee red a boa t
th rough the m .
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I wal k ed bac k to th e c i ty
,
arr iv ing t he re a t about th ree o r

fou r P . M . I was weav ing a i r cast le s a l l a long th e road
,
about how

I wou ld so m e day co m e bac k to s ee m y l i t t l e sweetheart , a s I now

thought o f h e r . That wa s young m an fash i on . but i t never m ater ia l
iz ed,

fo r I neve r saw the m aga in .

I l oo k ed for the boat on wh ich I had h i red ou t , but sh e was gone .

The s k ipper ‘ m ust hav e routed out so m eone who had opened h i s
pr i son doors

,
h i red help

,
and gone to P i t t s f ord to l oad . Then I con

ceived the b r i l l i ant p lan , be i ng out o f a j ob , o f go ing down and h i r i ng
out to h i m aga i n

,
f or i t be ing dar k wh en he h i red m e

,
h e coul d no t

recogn i z e m e only by m y vo ic e , and be ing a s drun k as he was , he
probably cou ld not have done i t by that . I f h e had not h i red a m an
vet, m y chance s would be good . as wel l as a good j o k e on the capta in .

But I d i d not get to P i tt s f ord
,
for at B r igh ton loc k s I h i red ou t

to John Pac k ard , capta i n o f a W e ste rn Transportat i on Co .

’s boat
,
th e

“New Jersey”
. l oaded w i th wheat for New Yor k .

I d id not k now th e na m e o f th e boat upon wh ich I had had the
adventure , nor the capta i n

’

s na m e ! I only k new that i t was a Rocheste r
ba l l head boat , but cou ld neve r k now i t i f I m et i t

,
a s the re wer e

s o m any o f the m bu i l t j u s t a l i k e .

A f ew year s ago I del i ve red a l ecture i n a schoo lhouse i n tha t
ne ighborhood , and went to th e house I was prettv sure was th e one

m y re scued gi r l and he r m oth e r had l i ved in . I t l oo k ed l i k e th e p lace
only i m proved . w ith add i t i ons bu i l t on i t , and wh en giv i ng the young
l ady a lecture b i l l , I a s k ed he r i f sh e ever k new o f a w idow and he r
daugh te r l iv ing there . She sa i d were the i r na m es” ? and I

cou ld not te l l h e r ! i f I ev er d i d k now
,
I had forgotten ! sh e sa i d sh e

never k new o f any re s i d ing the re . A f te r gett ing so m e d i stance f ro m

the house I figu red up th e t i m e passed s ince that ev e r - to—be re m e m

bered n ight , and rea l i zed the pa ss ing o f t i m e . I t m ust have been nea r

fi fty years , and I fe l t the absurd i ty o f as k ing that wo m an about the

fa m i ly that had l iv ed th e re undoubted ly twenty - fi ve yea rs be fo re she
was born . The que st i on m us t have been a s k ed a s i n a d rea m

.

The reade r can see tha t th e i nland wate r s o f nav igat i on a re not
devo id o f adven tures . They have the i r l ove rs

,
the i r m ys te r i e s

,
and

cr i m es , a s wel l a s any othe r sec t i on o f count ry
. The above narrat ive

wou ld fu rn i sh m ate r i a l fo r a fi rst— cla s s nove l . I have had m any othe r
adventures , but none a s exc i t ing i n so short a t i m e

.
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C H A P TE R I V .

Many boats
,
m ost ly coa l carr i e r s

,
l e f t the cana l a t Mon tezu m a ,

towed by horse s to Cayuga la k e and to Geneva or S eneca la k e , cou ld
load w i th coa l at Coa l Po int

,
or they could go i nto th e Che m ung at

Wat k i ns , f or Corn ing or El m i ra . I n busy t i m es I have seen f ro m

s ixty to e ighty coa l boats towed in to Geneva by s tea m boa t— a li en the
bustling to get tea m s ou t and the i r boats unde r way for the i r d iffe r
ent po rt s o f dest i nat i on .

S eneca la k e i n s tor m s was dangerous for loaded boa t s , and i t s
botto m i s l ined w ith wrec k s . I k now o f a boat loaded w ith coa l i n
a s i n k ing cond i t ion . wh ich was cas t off f ro m the oth ers , he r c rew got
on to th e stea m boat

,
when i t san k

,
tu rned over

,
du m ped h er load , and

cam e to th e sur face , botto m s ide up . The stea m e r p ic k e d i t up ,

towed i t to Geneva
,
r igged tac k l es and overtu rned i t and pum ped ou t

the water ! th e crew then m oved on . went bac k , l oaded coa l aga in , and
m et on the cana l the sa m e boats co m ing bac k l igh t that was i n th e
tow when th ey san k . I t was an open boat , or i t could no t have du m ped
i t s load .

There i s no boat i ng o f any account on those l a k e s now . The

ra i l roads have ta k en the bus i nes s
,
and th e Che m ung cana l i s a th ing

o f the past . The boat s have rotted away
,
th e crews d i sappeared

,
and

a l l that re m a i ns i s th e cru m bl i ng wal l s o f the coa l t res t l e s — m onu m en t s
o f a past age .

The Fal l B roo k Coa l Co m pany had m any boa t s . They were al l

na m ed “Fal l B roo k ", but nu m bered so as to d i s t i ngu i sh the m . I thaca ,
on Cayuga la k e

,
was a noted place for bu i ld ing beau t i fu l ly m ode led

boats . They were ca l le d I thaca La k er s
,
and cou ld sa i l up and down

the l a k e for loads . bu t genera l l y were towed by s tea m boat s . A m an

fe l t p roud when he owned or co m m anded one o f those pre t ty la k er s .

No m ore boat s ar e bu i l t th ere . or at any o f thos e place s , except a few
ugly loo k ing scows to carry what l i t tl e coarse f re ight i s offe red

,
at d i f

ferent place s whe re boats were bu i l t , a l l had d iffe rent m ode l s , and any
expe r i enced boat m an , see ing one , cou ld te l l whe re she was bu i lt .

Roche ste r was a noted boat bui ld i ng port . They we re dec k ed a l l
ove r , and th e dec k s were h igh , runn ing fro m how to s tern

,
m a k i ng
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the m v ery handy to wor k upon . The Meyers B rothe rs bu i l t m any o f
the m . I p i l oted one o f the m for two seasons . I t s na m e was

“The

Onward”

,
owned and run by De l os L . Pol l ey , who then l ived in Carth

age
.
th ree m i le s f ro m th e c i ty ! now the c i ty ta k e s i n th e v i l l age and a

long ways be low . That spr i ng th e Meyers launched th ree other boats .
the “Manches te r”

,

“Catawba”

. and
“
A . W . S cott

”
. Dur ing that sea

son f re igh ts were good , and i t was not unco m m on for gra i n boats to

c lea r one thousand do l lar s or m ore
,
bes i des expenses . on a t r i p

,
wh i ch

u sual ly too k th ree or fou r wee k s . They bu i l t m any boa t s bes i de s ba l l
h eads

,
cal led la k er s . They were ni ce ly m ode l ed boa t s . but m uch

heav i e r than th e others .

The Genesee Va l l ey
,
Ch e m ung

,
B lac k r ive r and Chenango boats

l oo k ed very m uch al i k e
,
and coul d run on a l l l ate ra l canal s . The

Pennsy l van ia cana l boat s we r e a d ifferent m ode l , bu t ve ry pre tty ,

and cou l d run on a l l o f th e New Yor k S ta te waterway s and when
f re ight s were good i n Buffa lo m any o f the m l oaded at that port .

The De l aware and Hudson cana l co m ing into the r ive r at Round

out was owned by a coa l co m pany as we l l a s the boats nav igat i ng i t .

Those boats run al l day and unt i l twe lve o’c loc k a t n igh t
,
when th e

l oc k gate s were fas tened unt i l m orn ing
,
excep t S atu rday n igh t s , when

they were k ept f astened unt i l S unday n igh t a t twe lve o’c loc k . Th ey

cou l d run on the E r i e canal
,
but not on the late ra l s

,
be ing too long to

pass th rough the loc k s . The boat s run on th e Morr i s cana l th rough
New Jersey to Hobo k en were d iffe rent than any o f the oth ers . Th ey
were cal l ed doubl e j o i nte rs . hav ing two sect i ons coupl ed togethe r v ery
c l ose ly ! very n ice i n ca se one sect i on shou ld beco m e d i sab led or s in k ,
the other would be dry . Th i s cana l had no loc k s

,
but boat s were

ho i sted and lowered by i nc l ined p lanes . Boat s were floated onto ca rs ,
then the cars s l i d up o r down

,
accord ing to wh i ch way t hey were

h eaded , one sect i on at a t i m e , ge t t ing the powe r f ro m a s tat iona ry
e ngine .

O n the l ong leve l so ca l led
,
as the re we re no l oc k s f ro m Syra

cu se to U t i ca . s ixty m i l e s , the re we re m any boat s bu i l t , a l l o r near ly ,

a l l scows , m ost ly s quare bows and s tem s , aw k ward loo k i ng , but good
ca rr i e rs o f lu m ber .

There u sed to be an old story that those boat bu i ld e rs
,
m ade th e

hul l s by the m i le and when a m an wanted to purchase a boat
,
th ey

would saw off any l ength h e wanted ,
plan k up the ends

,
and h i s boa t

was ready . Durha m v i l l e , Stat e B r i dge and othe r place s on the long
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l eve l
,
were noted for boa t bu i l d ing . as we l l a s One i da la k e and al l

po rt s on the Oswego r i ve r . Rom e had a l ine runn ing f ro m the re to
New Yo r k C i ty

,
a l so a ra i l road f ro m VVatertown , on La k e Ontar i o .

The Blac k r i ve r cana l ran f ro m Ro m e on th e Er i e , to Lyons Fal l s ,
on B lac k r i ve r . Then th e r ive r was nav igabl e to Carthage , so m e forty
m i l e s . The feede r was n in e m i l e s l ong f ro m Fore stpor t to Boonv i l l e .

The cana l was only th i rty - s ix m i l e s long
,
and ful l o f l oc k s . A l i ne

ran f ro m Carthage to New Yor k , ca l led the New Yor k and B lac k

R ive r Cana l L ine . The f re igh t f ro m New Yor k was m erchand i se ,
and that f ro m the B lac k r ive r was ch ee s e and lu m ber . The wri te r run

a nu m ber o f boats on that cana l
,
the “Northern Ligh t o f Boonv i l l e .

N . Harr i s",
“
Franc i s “

Arthu r J . Co l l i er” ,
o f Forestport . When

the cana l was fi rst bu i l t a m an by the na m e o f Hu lbert owned qu ite
a nu m ber o f wood boats . I th in k he bu i l t the Hu lbert ‘hote l at Boon
v i l le . H is son owned a stea m saw m i l l . fou r m i l e s f ro m that place .

Mr . Hulbert sen io r owned a large t ract o f wood land that th ey cut off
and sh ipped to Sy racu se by h i s own boat s .

NO fue l but wood was u sed i n those day s . I t was be fo re k ero sene

o i l was d i scove red
,
and the cana l was a great h i ghway for t ransport

i ng th e co m m od i ty . Many boat s were bu i l t for that purpose only ,
Genesee Va l ley boats t o supply Rocheste r

,
Tonawanda cree k had

m any boats runn ing i nto Buffalo w i th wood
,
bes ides huge Canad i an

scows too large for loc k s on th e cana l
,
but towed by tugs to Canad ian

ports , l oaded w i t h hundreds o f cords
,
j us t t o supply the c i ty o f

Buffa lo . The re were m any poor wo m en and ch i l dren ready to p ic k
up the ch ips and bar k that fe l l f ro m the wood wh i l e be i ng tos sed
ashore .

Many a God bles s ing ’

I have rece ived upon giv i ng a poo r

wom an a who le s t i c k o f wood . I have so ld wood i n th e c i ty o f Ut i ca .

m apl e , e igh t and ten dol la rs pe r cord , and beech
,
s ix dol l ars

,
wh i le

l i m bs and so f t wood went read i l y at fi ve dol la r s . Now i t i s u sed no

where but i n th e country
,
and l e s s and l e s s even there

,
as m anv

f arm ers use coal and even gas in Weste rn New Yor k and Pennsyl

van ia . I n places where coa l i s be ing unloaded
,
or a long the ra i l road

t rac k s , i t i s p i c k ed up by poor peopl e to - day as was th e wood i n o lden

t i m es . So as Ch r i st s ays , the poor ye have w ith you a lway
'

s”
,
and i t i s

caused m ost ly by what ? I nte m perance . I n m y day I have had m any
opportun i t i e s o f see ing pove rty i n i t s lowest d regs .

I had m any exper ience s wh i l e nav iga t ing th e B lac k r i ver cana l
,
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and l i k e th e other waterways i t had i t s figh t ing m en , but I don
'

t th in k

they were a s nu m erous and were no t bul l i e s e i ther but m inded the i r
own bus i ne s s .

D
m t woe to the ups ta r t th at encroach ed upon the i r

r igh t s . I re m e m ber th e Ph i l l i ps boys . good hones t f e l lows . Al len
,
one

o f the broth ers
,
d id not al low any i nsul t s

,
and th e m an giv ing the m

soon saw th e fo l ly o f h i s way s . The re were other s . but I haven
’t the

space to enu m erate the m .

The wri te r got th e na m e o f a fight ing m an once becaus e h e

l i c k ed a m an
,
and m ade h i m get on h i s k nee s and as k h is pardon for

an insu l t to a lady . A f te r that th e boat boys , when see i ng h i s boa t
co m ing

,
woul d s ing out

,

“Loo k out ! the re co m e s the bul ly o f B lac k
r iver” . a lthough tha t was th e on ly quarre l or figh t h e ev er engaged in

on that wate r .

I was ch r i stened by so m e the B lac k R ive r Ow l ’ a s I ne ve r al

l owed any boats to ge t th e start o f m e i n the m orn ing , f or i t was qu i te
an obj ect t o be th e fi rs t boat out o f any port . as the l oc k s were so
c l o se togeth er . S even ty loc k s f ro m Boonv i l l e to Ro m e , so a boat be ing
ahead had th e advantage o f the loc k tender s . No boat ran n igh t and
day , cont i nua l ly , but a l l o f the m ran lat e and early , a l though so m e

wou ld run a l l n igh t
,
m a k i ng i t hard fo r h orses and c rew s

,
a s they had

only one tea m and a day crew . The l oc k tende rs had f ro m one to s ix
or e igh t to tend

,
so could not hel p but one boat a t a t i m e .

The boats owned , bu i l t and run bv m en living on or near the cana l
a l l k new each o ther , and when t i ed up nea r togeth er ove r nigh t , or
wa i t ing for load s

,
or to d i scha rge ca rgo

,
the c rew s wou l d get togethe r

and v i s i t , equa l to a ne ighborhood on land . S o m et i m es a bo at f ro m

so m e o ther cana l wou ld s t ray up th e B lac k r ive r for a load ! th ey
were ca l l ed “w i ld boats"

,
and woul d cause j ea lousy a m ong th e ho m e

boat s . One o f the m wa s l a i d up for the n igh t a t Boonv i l l e w ith the
wri te r’s boat

,
bo th l oaded and bound down the cana l toward th e E r i c

a t Ro m e . The capta i n o f the w i ld boat
,
wh i le in the cana l groc e ry

o f N ic k Sw ineburgh ,
heard o f Capta i n Marsh be i ng noted for s tarting

out ahead . He m ade bets and b ragged that I wou ld never beat h i m !

I was to ld o f i t . then turned i n for a l i tt l e re st , and at two o
’

c lock a t
n igh t m y crew was at th e i r s ta t i ons and th e tea m on the t ow ing path .

Mr . W i ld boat m an hea rd m e ge t t i ng under way , and hust l ed a fter m e
a s fas t a s poss ib l e

,
but I got m y boat i n loc k seventy , two m i le s fro m

Boonv i l l e
,
ahead o f h i m . Tha t m ade h i m so m ad he wou ld loc k

down , be fore m y c rew cou ld open the l ower ga tes o f the next loc k ,
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m a k i ng i t s lowe r wor k and h inder ing m e
,
a s we l l a s h i m se l f , for he

cou ld not get bv m e i n the loc k s .

Boat m en a l l k now that on those short l eve l s
,
the boat beh ind

shou ld not loc k down unt i l the h ead boat i s th rough th e loc k below ,

a s i t floods th e l ev e l
,
send ing the surplu s wate r ove r the upper gate s

o f that loc k
,
caus i ng de lay . He k ept do ing th i s , howeve r , i n th ree

loc k s
,
and at th e fourth a fte r I had opened th e l owe r gate s , h i s boa t

was on the leve l above . As the l oc k tender was gone I ho i s ted both
loc k padd le s

,
and j u m ped on m y boat

,
wh ich was go ing out o f th e l oc k

pretty fast . We l l , I was not bothered any m ore w ith the w i l d boat
"
,

for be fore the loc k tender got down to shut the paddle s , the wate r
was d rawn al l off the leve l , l eav ing h i s boat i n the m ud . The l oc k

t ende r
,
who was m y f r i end , did not fi l l th e l eve l ve ry fa s t . and I neve r

saw the w i ld boat m an aga in
,
but on go ing bac k up the cana l , the loc k

tende r sa i d h e neve r s topped swear ing unt i l he arr ived on the Er ie at
Ro m e . He neve r t r i ed th e B lac k r iv e r aga in .

Fre ight that was sh ipped on the cana l f ro m U t i ca to B ingha m !

ton cons i s ted m ost ly o f coa l . I n i t s ear ly days , l i k e othe r waterways .

i t had i t s passenge r and f re igh t boat s . Colonel Brown
,
w i th the l 57th

New Yor k Vo lunteers
,
rode on i t when s ta rt ing fo r the seat o f war .

Cons i derabl e f re igh t ca m e f ro m th e Northern canal
,
running fro m

Wate r ford to Troy . The boat s were good car r i e rs , su i tabl e fo r cana l
o r r ive r . Boats secu red the i r l oads f ro m co m m i s s i on m erchant s i n

Buffa lo and other la rge ports . Thev were ca l l ed scalpe rs by th e boat
m en

,
as they usual ly got a s l a rge co m m i s s i on as poss ib l e fo r ge t t ing

load s fo r the capta i ns
,
and th e poo re r the t i m e the m ore so m e too k

advantage o f i t
,
and charged add i t i ona l co m m i ss i on . S h ippe rs o f f re igh t

l oo k ed up thos e co m m i s s i on m en , i ns tead o f the m se lves engaging the

capta i ns ! those agents advanced m oney to the cap ta ins to run the i r
boat s

,
and pay insu rance

,
as a l l f re igh t had to be i nsu red . and general ly

th e boat .

For repa i r wor k the S tate bu i l t scow boat s , m anned the m w i th
capta i ns and crews , who were under orde rs o f the sec t i on superin

tendent
,
and a state carpenter

,
the canal s were d iv i de d off i n m any

sect i ons , each w i th a super i ntendent and carpente r , and a l l unde r th e
s tate supe r i ntendent

,
chosen f ro m th e ran k s o f th e party i n power

,

f ro m head super i ntendent to loc k t enders
,
ban k watch m en

,
capta i n and

crew o f the repa i r boat s , and m any t i m es m ore fo r the i r po l i t i ca l in
fluence th an the i r ab i l i ty to repa i r wor k . When the ad m in i s t ra t i on
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changed
,
th e e m p loyees m ust change th e i r po l i t i cs or get out . Abou t

e l ect i on t i m e l arge forces were re qu i red to repa i r the canal and swel l
th e vote s . . W

'

hen necessary th e scows were used to convey vote rs to

po l i t i ca l m eet ings
,
but a s both part i e s when i n power d i d the sa m e

th ing
,
they had no fau l t to find w i th each oth er . Those scows were

bu i l t to be co m fortab l e to l i ve i n
,
handy for th e i r wor k , th e c rew s con

s i s t i ng o f capta i n
,
dr iver

,
coo k and f ro m s ix to e igh t m en for c rew .

I have t r i ed in a br i e f
,
and perhaps bungl ing m anne r to expla in

th e o ld t i m e way o f t ransportat i on on ou r state wate rways . I t was

s low fre ight ing and t rave l ing those day s
,
co m pared to our p resent

rate o f ru sh ing th rough th e country
,
and so m e m igh t th i n k i t ted i ous

bu t i t was not to those who l oved the i r bus i nes s
,
a l though there were

m any hard sh ips
,
wor k ing i n a l l sort s o f weath er

,
l ate and early , h igh

f re igh ts o r low
,
l ea k y and unseaworthy boats to run

,
and a l l sort s o f

h elp to contend w i th
,
m ade i t m any t i m es d i scouraging ! but to offs et

those bad features i n the l i f e o f the water m an we re p i cture s on th e
othe r s i de .

A good boat and c rew
,
good f re igh t s

,
and a m an w i th h i s fa m i ly

on board i s at ho m e every n igh t
,
and day,

sa i l i ng qu ie t ly a m ong green

fo re st s and fi e ld s , or v i ew ing th e c i t i e s and towns wh i l e pass i ng

th rough ! th e beau t i fu l and ever changing scene ry , l i k e a d i ss o lv ing
v i ew

,
i s pass i ng be fo re h i s v i s i on at a l l t i m e s . The spar k l i ng waters

o f l a k e or r iv e r m a k e a p i cture long to be re m e m bered by a love r o f
th e beaut i fu l i n natu re

,
and a ft er th e voyage i s ended

,
and th e boa t

snug i n i t s harbor
,
th e f re igh t co l l e cted

,
crew pa id

,
then th e hard

ea rned m onev to be used for nece s sa r i e s and so m e to spare for lux
uries or pl easu res

,
i n a t tend ing a thea te r or o ther a m use m ent s . Such

a boat m an i s
,
or shou l d be

,
happy

,
those pl easure s wou ld offset the

hard sh ips o f th e voyage .

Those fo r m er davs o f boat i ng are pas sed . Whe ther the few nav i
ga tors o f the new Barge canal

,
w i th i t s concrete l oc k s

,
wor k ed by

e lect r i c i ty
,
and barges towed by s tea m ins tead o f m u l e s or horse s

,
w i ll

have l e s s wor k and hardsh ip th an our o ld boa t m en d id , re m a i ns to be
seen

,
and w i l l they s ing the sa m e o ld song as we d id o f old ?

Th e sun is no longer in v iew ,

Th e c louds h ave b egun to frown ,

But w i th a good b oa t , a c rew ,

We say le t th e s torm com e down .

And th i s song we w i l l s ing one and all,

Wh i l e th e s torm around us p e l ts !
0 11 ! a l ife on th e m uddy canawl ,

We don
’

t wan t no th ing e l se .
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C H A P TE R V .

Th i s s to ry
,
t ru e i n eve ry deta i l . co m m ences i n the c i t y o f Buffa lo .

th e weste rn te r m ina l o f th e E r i e cana l . I t was i n th e su m m er o f
1862

,
wh en ou r country was i n th e th roes o f that te rr ibl e C iv i l war .

Boat i ng at that t i m e was th e best i t had eve r been . Fre ight s were the

h ighest and al l wate r cra ft s were runn ing at the i r greates t capac i ty .

The governm ent was charte r ing m any boats for use i n sou the rn
waters

,
and m uch gra i n wa s be ing sh ipped to L ive rpoo l f ro m New

Yor k . Fro m th e W est i t ca m e down the la k e s to Buffa l o on sa i l ing
v esse l s

,
and f ro m there on cana l boats to New Yor k C i ty .

I t was about sundown when two boat s loaded w i th wheat were
po l ing along the canal . s i de by s i de . The m ean ing o f po l i ng i s

,
boa t s

be ing prope l l ed bv m en push ing w i th p ik epoles i n place s wh ere stea m
o r horse s cannot be u sed . The boats were l e f t i n th e narrow canal by
the tugs that had towed the m f ro m the gra i n e l evator i n Buffa lo c re e k .

The two stee rs m en on thes e boat s be fore m en t i oned we re do ing th e
push ing, whi l e the dr ivers d i d th e s tee r ing , tu rn ing th e t i l l e r wh i ch
eve r way the s teer s m en to ld the m . Each boat car r i ed two steer s m en
and two d r ive rs , a capta i n and coo k , m a k ing s ix peopl e fo r a boat

’s

c rew . At the present day such a crew can m anage two boats lash ed
togethe r , and so m et i m es m ore , wi th a p i lot house on one boat , and
stee red w i th a whee l l i k e a ves se l .

Our two boat s m oved s l ow ly a long unt i l th e l ight boats m oored

on e i the r s id e o f the canal , bloc k i ng th e channe l ! so our boat s sep
arated , one d ropp ing beh ind th e oth er . The two capta i n s had gone

ashore to get th e i r c l earances , l eav ing the i r crews to m anage the boa t s .

They s topped i n front of th e cana l grocery a s ordered by the i r cap
ta ins . The head boat was na m ed ‘The Octoroon” o f New Yor k

,
run

by Capta in Dan S om ers there was no wom an for coo k
,
bu t the othe r

boat
,
na m ed the "

Or i ol e
‘

, had a beaut i fu l wo m an to se rve i n that

capac i ty
,
the capta i n’s w i fe . Mrs . Ada Leve rage .

The boat s we re hard ly s topped when the capta i n s , who were good
f r i ends , arr ived , bought groce r i es , put the m aboa rd ,

un t i ed the i r boa t s
and dropped the m be low the grocery near the dry doc k . A fte r sup

per Capta i n Mar k I . overage to l d h i s c rew they had bette r turn i n for
a good n igh t

'

s re s t
,
for thev wou l d s tar t verv earlv i n the m orn ing .
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A good m any boat s d i d that way , f or i t was qu i te dange rous ge t
t i ng down th rough B lac k Roc k harbor

,
a l though the sh ippers though t

the boats th ey loaded s ta rte d i m m ed iate ly
,
a s m ost o f th e m d i d

,
espe

c ially boat s owned by a com panv or those run by h i red capta ins . Cap
ta ins own ing th e i r own boats we re m ore ca re fu l . Capta i n Dan ca m e

on dec k , l igh ted a c igar , and sa i d to the crew o f th e o ther boat , “Com e

on , boys , wi th us ! l e t
'

s go down on Canal s t reet to a dance h ou se fo r
a l i t t l e wh i l e

He d id not i nv i t e C apta i n Mar k a s he k new h e would not go .

They
,
be ing f r i end s

,
a lways t r i ed to k eep the i r boats as nea rly togeth e r

as pos s ibl e
,
a l though the i r ch aracte r s we re th e oppos i te .

Mar k Loverage wa s a gent l e m an , and h i s w i fe a lady, and thev
m oved in th e best soc i e ty i n th e c i ty o f Ro m e

,
One ida county

,
wh i l e

Capta i n Dan was f ond o f h i s wh i s k y
,
and so m ewhat o f a loa fer o r

sport ing m an .

“Co m e on
,
Han k M i l l i ons

,
l e t’s have so m e fun”

, h e

says
,
bec k on ing to one o f th e s teers m en aboard the Or i o l e

“No”

,
sav s Han k , “

I h ave no u se fo r Cana l s t ree t” . Al l r ight

says Dan ,

“be a sa i nt i f vou want to ! co m e on , boys
"
,
and h e j u m ped

ashore
,
fo l l owed bv h i s c rew . Ada who was sea ted i n th e hatch .

gent ly c lapped he r hands and sa i d i n a low vo i ce
,
heard on ly by

H an k
,
he be ing nea r th e s tern o f th e boat

,

“Oh , I
’

m so glad !” Han k

loo k ed up
,
and see ing her

,
a s k ed h er why she was so pl eased . Be

cause I bel i ev e y ou are too m uch o f a gen t l e m an to d i sgrace yourse l f
by go ing to such pl ace s .

"

All wh o k new Buffa lo a t that t i m e were aware that nea rly a l l th e
hab i tat i ons on Cana l st ree t were hous es o f i l l - fa m e .

“You and Jac k

a re so m uch d iffe rent
,

” sa id sh e
,

“ f ro m al l th e othe r stee rs m en we
eve r had . You ne i the r d r in k nor swear

,
and m ust have had bette r

br i nging up than m ost canal boat m en ! y ou k e ep you rse lve s wel l
d re s sed and stay wi th us l onger . We can t rust you i n port o r afloat .

“
I apprec i ate your op in i on

,
repl i ed Han k

,
and a m glad we were

not educated for l oa fer s and a l th ough I fee l that your co m pl i m ent s
are undeserved by m e

,
I sha l l endeavor by God

’s hel p not to d i sgrace

m yse l f
,
o r get l owe r i n the scal e o f hu m an ity than I now a m .

”
The

capta i n co m ing a ft j u st then
,
put a stop to th e conve rsa t ion .

H enry M i l l i on s , usual ly cal l ed Han k , and h i s par tner . lac k Need
ha m

,
th e o the r stee rs m an

,
were d i spo s i t i oned ve ry m uch a l i k e

,
qu i e t ,

good — hearted
,
te m perate young m en

,
ra the r a scarce a rt i c l e tho se days

on th e canal . The i r ta ste s were s i m i l a r . rath e r be read ing when not a t
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wor k than lay ing around pub l i c p lace s , both about the sa m e s i z e , rather
under m ed iu m

,
and a l though not quarre l so m e

,
each had the courage

to stand up for the i r r ights or for th e r ight s o f the i r capta in . Never

were they k nown to bac k down when i n the r igh t o r to be second
be st in a figh t i f i t ca m e to that . A l though soc i able , and apparent ly eu

j oy ing l i f e
,
the re was in each face a sadness o f express i on

,
as though

so m e deep gr i e f was eve r present i n th e i r thought s . Perhaps that wa s
the reason for the i r be ing such good f r i ends

,
be ing ab l e to sy m path i ze

w i th each othe r
,
a l though they neve r confided the i r sec ret s , one to th e

othe r
,
i f th ey had any . At th i s s tage o f the story th ey had been sh ip

m ate s but a f ew days . Han k M i l l i ons had been on the Or i o le eve r
s i nce she was launched fro m th e ways

,
brand new

,
i n Rocheste r

,

where she was bu i l t .
We give th i s extended descr ipt ion o f the two s teers m en

,
a s they

play a cons ide rabl e part i n th i s ro m ance
,
one o f the m in part i cu la r .

The crew o f th e Or i o l e was up ear ly next m orn ing and aroused the
othe r boat’s crew , but not eas i ly , as they had been out near ly a l l n igh t
carous ing . The boats we re under way by day l ight

,
and wh i l e wa i t ing

for th e loc k at B lac k Roc k . the crew o f th e Or i o l e saw a wo m an on

th e Octoroon ,
apparent ly gett ing b rea k fa st . Know ing that Capta i n

Dan had no w i fe , they conc luded he had h i red a coo k wh i le ashore th e
prev i ou s night . When changing horse s at 7 A . M .

,
they ran c lose

a longs i de o f Capta i n Dan’s boat
,
and saw a young and pre t ty gi r l .

offic iat ing as m i s tre s s o f th e boat .

Ada sa i d ,
“
Oh ! what a sha m e ! to have that young gi r l on board

w i th those rowd ie s", and the res t o f the Or i o l e
’s c rew co i nc ided w i th

he r op in ion . Jac k sa i d to h i s chu m ,
when changing tr i c k s at the t i l l e r !

I fCapta i n Dan’s coo k was o ld and tough - l oo k ing
,
i t would be al l r ight ,

but t o th i n k he has got such a n ice - l oo k i ng gi r l i s beyond m y co m pre

hens i on .

” Perhaps i t 's h i s s i s te r . sa id Han k .

“We l l .
” re sponded

Jac k , “whoeve r she i s , sh e apparent ly wants to be the re .

”

At Middleport , where the boat s s topped to buy oa t s and grocer i e s ,
they lay s i de by s i de

,
so th e cab i ns were c l ose togethe r . Then wha t

d id M rs . Loverage do , but start a conv ersat i on w i th the new coo k ,
who sh e lea rned was about s ixteen years o ld

,
and a far m e r’s daugh

te r , who l ived i n the town o f Manches te r , near Pal m yra . She had
been influenced by a gi r l so m e o lde r to leave he r ho m e and go to Bu f
fal o ! she d i d so unde r the pretense o f v i s i t i ng h e r m arr i ed s i ster i n
Pal m yra . A f te r the i r m oney ran out they too k the adv i ce o f a m an ,
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and fetched up on Cana l st reet . They were young and rath er w i ld
,

but as bad as they were
,
Cana l st reet d i sguste d th e m

,
and th e Man

che ste r gi r l though t sh e had bette r get away f ro m there ! sh e in so m e
way ca m e acros s Capta i n Dan

,
and h i red out to coo k on h i s boat .

Ada coaxed th e g i r l t o l eave that degrad ing pos i t i on at the fi rst favor

abl e opportun i ty
,
and go ho m e . She pro m i sed to do so . The boat s

soon separated and k ept apart unt i l Roche ste r was reach ed . A crowd

o f boats was the re
,
wa it i ng the i r tu rn to be loc k ed th rough .

The gi r l ca m e aboard th e Or io l e to see Ada,
who st i l l adv i sed

he r to leave th e Octoroon and co m e aboard the O r i o l e
,
unt i l th ey

ar r ived at Pa l m yra at he r s i ste r’s ! she a l s o m ade he r r eal i z e h er de
prayed cond i t ion

,
and w ith tears s t rea m ing down he r face , she pro m

i sed to do as Ada tol d her
,
but

i

went bac k to he r boa t to avo id sus
p icion . Capta in Dan see m ed rather pl eased to th i n k Ada wou l d

not i ce h i s coo k . H is plea sure was soon ove r
,
f or at th e lowe r loc k

at B r igh ton
,
h i s coo k w i th he r l i t t l e bundl e o f c lothes

,
j u m ped ashore

and ran bac k up th e cana l . When th e capta i n saw he r
,
he told h i s

c rew to stop the boat be low th e l oc k and wa i t f or h i m . He then
s tarted on the run a fte r he r .

The Or io l e was j u st co m ing out o f th e m i dd l e l oc k at B r igh ton .

Ada
,
who was on dec k and expect ing th e g i r l , to ld he r husband to

stop th e boat and get her . The capta i n and h i s c rew had heard f ro m
Ada th e gi r l ’s s to ry

,
and lost no t i m e i n obey ing orders f ro m h i s w i f e .

Both s tee rs m en j u m ped ashore w i th pik epoles,vrhile the capta i n
and dr ive r s topped the boat and ran a plan k ashore . Capta i n Dan had
j u st caugh t th e sc rea m ing gi r l

,
when stee rs m an Han k ca m e up and

m ade h i m loosen h i s grasp . The capta i n then m ade a lunge fo r Han k ,
who pro m pt ly k noc k ed h i m down . Jac k ca m e up to he lp h i s partne r
stee rs m an

,
who sa i d

,
Get th e g i r l aboard

,
I w i l l at tend to th e cap

ta i n ,
” who was k noc k ed down ev ery t i m e h e got up .

Cap ta i n Mar k then ca m e up and put a stop to th e figh t . Capta i n
Dan s lun k away to h i s own boat

,
pretty wel l u sed up

,
cu rs i ng th e

Or i o l e
’

s crew
,
Han k i n part i cu la r , swear i ng he would get revenge

so m e t i m e . Thus ended th e f r i endsh ip o f th e two boat s .

The gi r l wa s ch ee red up and m ade a s co m fortab l e as pos s ibl e
,

unt i l th e boat a rr ived at Pal m y ra the next day . The Or iol e t i ed up a t

th e doc k , near th e col l ector’s office , wh i ch was a l i t t l e west o f whe re
now stands C leav land

’

s Cana l Groce ry . Ada went w i th the gi r l t o he r
s i s te r

’

s , wh i ch was not fa r f ro m th e cana l . The s i ster had not h eard
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that th e gi r l had le f t hom e un t i l i n for m ed o f i t by Ada . The wandere r

as k ed he r s i s te r 5 forgivenes s , and the s i s te r i n turn pro m i sed neve r
to l et the parents k now but what sh e had been w i th h er a l l o f the t i m e .

I t wou ld have’

done no good
,
and m ade the m fee l very badly , to learn

o f the i r youngest
’

s daughte r
’s e scapade

,
and undoubtedly they were

a lways k ept i n ignorance o f i t . She was gone on ly a wee k , but neve r
theless had in a l l p robab i l i ty l earned cons iderab l e i n th at br i e f t i m e o f
hu m an deprav i ty . She tear ful ly parted w i th he r bene factor

,
who

t r ipped l ight ly back to he r float i ng ho m e
,
where sh e was we lco m ed by

the who l e crew
,
who loo k ed upon her as super ior to m ost o f the hu m an

race ! and was she not ? How few there are i n church or out o f i t
that would care

,
o r do

,
as d i d Ada Leverage . Many even , pro fe s s ing

Chr i s t i ans , are too absorbed i n th e i r own affa i rs , or too d ign ifi ed to
th row out a he lp ing hand .

Chr i s t says
,

“
I ca m e to ca l l s i nne rs to repentance

,
not the

r igh teous .

”
Ada Leverage was one o f H i s t rue fo l lowers

,
bel i eved in

he lp ing th e downcas t and s i n fu l
,
and i n th i s case he r effo rts were

c rowned w i th succe s s
,
fo r th e wr i te r l ived som e years i n Pal m yra and

learned that th i s wayward gi r l m arr i ed and l ived happ i ly w i th he r hus
band

,
re spected bv a l l her ne ighbors , who undoubted ly neve r heard

o f her exper ience .
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The c rews conversat i on for s ev era l days cons i ste d ch i efly o f th e
events j u s t narra ted

,
and al l we re f ear fu l that Capta i n Dan would

see k revenge i n so m e way on the Or i o l e
’s c rew . Han k sa i d Dan was

a coward
,
and h e cou ld l ic k h i m

,
drun k o r sobe r ! al l be l i eved he was

on ly quarre l so m e wh en in l i quor . He was cons i dered a m ong boat m en

t o be a figh t i ng m an
,
and bu l ly

,
l a rge o f stature

,
but rath er c lu m sy,

wh i l e Han k was s m a l l , but v ery qu i c k and apparently k new noth ing

o f fea r . One day a s th e Or io l e was l ay i ng i n a crowd o f boats t i ed

to th e ban k and near noon
,
both steer s m en were be low i n th e i r cab in

,

ta l k i ng about th e ru m pus a t B r igh ton and Jac k says , Ada i s a t rue

Ch r i s t ian to do a s she d i d by th e gi r l”
,
wh i le Han k says , Y es , sh e i s

an ange l” .

The capta i n be ing i n th e m i dsh i p
,
near the hands ’

cab i n
,
unob

se rved by th e boy s , overh eard the i r conver sat ion . and at di nner , s i tt i ng

by h i s w i fe
,
k ept fee l i ng o f h e r shou lder

,
great ly to he r e m barrass

m ent , when she says ,
“Why ! what are you do ing !

” “Oh !” says th e
capta in

,

“ f ee l i ng to see i f your w ings have sta rted
,
f or th e boys say

you are an ange l ! i f you are , don
’t fly away w i th one o f the m . You

cou l d have l ighted a m atch on the boys ’ faces , and Ada says , I ap

preciate your re m ar k s , but i f I run away w i th the m ,
I f ear I would

be a fal l en angel . ” Capta in Mar k was a nob le . t rue—hearted m an
,
w i th

no f ee l i ngs o f j ea lousy , even i f h i s w i f e was ad m i red by h i s boat hand s .

\'Ve give th i s conve rsat i on to show th e h ar m ony and good fe l l owsh ip
a m ong th e c rew o f th e Or i o l e .

I t was s low gett ing along that t r i p . as the re were so m any boa t s ,
they had to wa i t at eve ry l oc k , the re be i ng but one loc k at tha t t i m e
where now the re are two

,
s i d e by s i de . and the oute r

,
or h ee l pa th

s ide loc k
,
i s l ong enough to ad m i t two boat s a t a t i m e , so th ree boats

can l oc k now where bu t one cou l d a t the t i m e o f ou r story . Th ey

a l so have m ach inery at present to d raw two loaded boa t s i n th e oute r
l oc k

,
a grea t he lp to the poor horse s .

Ou r good boa t Or iol e fi na l ly reach ed th e long leve l be tween S yra
cu se and U t i ca

,
and one n igh t about twe lve o '

c l oc k
,
wh i le Jac k was

s tee r i ng he heard a fa m i l i a r vo i ce s ing out . fi e l d on above .
and ta k e
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ou t a l ine , boa t s on the towpa th”
— an accu s tom ed sa lu te when there

i s so m e obst ruct i on that s tops nav iga t i on ! b rea k s , sun k en boat s , boa t s
crossw i se

,
or any oth e r th i ng to preven t a c l ea r passage . The boat s

s l owly d rop down close to th e la st one
,
then th e crew o f tha t beat , i f

the obs t ruc t i on i s to las t l ong
,
go to s le ep , l eav i ng the othe r to k eep

wa tch unt i l another co m es in s igh t
,
s ing ou t

,
Hold on above”

,
and

when the approach ing boa t has stopped beh i nd the m . Then they
,
i n

turn would lop down to re st on dec k
,
wh i l e the dr ive r h i tche s h i s t ea m

nearby
,
and w i th horse blan k et o r o ld coat ove r h i m

,
fa l l s as l eep . and

so i t goes
,
boat a f te r boa t w i th the i r crews all as l eep

,
excep t th e la s t

one to k eep wa tch fo r the next one . \Vhen the ob st ruct i on ceases ,
and boats a re runn ing , the crews m ust k eep up , or at l eas t one o f the m ,

genera l ly th e steer s m an
,
on h i s t r i c k at the t i l l e r or wheel , m us t carry

over the l i nes o f boa t s go ing i n the oppos i te d i rec t i on
,
or k eep the i r

boat s pr ied off th e tow ing path ,
c lea r o f the ban k . so the co m ing boa t

can drop i ts l i ne unde r the boat m oored to the shore . They do wh ich
ever way i s m ost conven i ent .

The stepping o f the Or io l e tha t n igh t when orde red by the boat
'

s

wa tch m an ahead . was near Dunbar ton ,
and when the Or io l e s topped a

few fee t beh ind th e beat , her head l igh t shone b r igh t on the na m e and
in large le t te rs

,
Jac k read The Octoroon

"

. Ed , how are y ou ?

he sung out to th e steer s m an . All r igh t . sa i d Ed ,

“
I

’

m glad to see
you , bu t I a m a f ra i d the re

’l l be a ho t t i m e on the o ld boa t s to - m orrow

when our capta in gets up
,
for he swears h e w i l l k i l l Han k i f he cros se s

h i s path aga in .

”
I agree w i th you

”

,
sa i d Jac k ! but the i r p red i c t i ons

d id not co m e t rue at that t i m e , for when the m orn ing ca m e Capta in
Dan ,

a l though not so fa m i l ia r greeted th e crew pl ea san t l y . t e l l ing
Capta i n Leverage the re was a ser i ou s b rea k nea r H er k i m e r . th e boat s
reach ing cl ear ac ross the n i ne m i l e l eve l to U t i ca . and f ro m there c l ea r
t o where they were s topped

,
a l l headed for t i dewa ter ! and as fa r bac k

a s could be seen fro m our two boa t s . o thers l i ned the ban k , and be fore
the brea k wa s repa i red . they reach ed to Sy racuse , en t i re ly ac ros s the
s i x ty m i l e leve l , al l headed ea s t . and a s m any m ore be low H e r k i m er .

bound west .

At the t i m e o f th i s s tory
,
pa ssengers t rave l ed m os t ly by ra i l road .

but abou t al l f re igh t was sh ipped by cana l , even groce r i es o f a l l k i nds .

coal , wood , and lu m be r , and al l va r i e t i e s o f gra i n , on l i ne a s wel l a s
on ind iv idua l boa t s . There were so m anv boa t s on the Er ie cana l a t
tha t t i m e . i f placed forwa rd and a f t . a s sa i l o rs sav . or a s our boa t m en
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would say
,
bow and ste rn th ey would m a k e a br idge , s o you could

s tep f ro m one to th e oth e r , reach ing f ro m Buffa lo to A lbany .

So m e m igh t th in k that s tory exaggerat ed , bu t i t i s not , for all boa t s
on a l l New Yor k sta t e cana l s were regi st e red

,
th e i r na m e , ha i l ing

place , and length , s o i t was ea sy to figure up . O f course , they could

not a l l b e on the Er i e cana l at once
,
hund red s i n tows on th e Hudson .

m any ly ing i n New Yor k C i ty and Buffal o , wai t ing for ca rgoes , o r

unload ing in those t e r m inal s . a s wel l as i n al l t owns along the l ine
o f th e canal

,
even warehouse s outs i de th e c i ty and v i l l age s on coun

t ry roads
,
were bu i l t to rece ive o r sh i p f re igh t

,
to acco m m oda te rura l

co m m un i t i e s
,
and towns ly i ng m i le s away f ro m the cana l . Th i s i s a

l i tt l e d ivergence f ro m m y s tory but I m ent i on i t for th e benefi t o f the
younge r gene rat i on

,
who can k now only by h i s tory or by aged people ,

the i m m ens i ty or wor k ings o f our in l and wa te rways . You can now

hard ly t race the i r c roo k ed pa thway s
,
and m any do not k now f ro m the

s igh t o f the i r c ru m bl ing stones that th ey were the loc k s th at l owered
or ra i sed th e prett i ly pa i nted boat s . S ad ly we w i l l b i d ad ieu to the
pas t

,
t o th e cru m bl ing

,
weathe r - beaten old

'

warehouses
,
and loc k s .

soon to be ob l i t e rated foreve r
,
and retu rn once m ore to our two boats .

Capta in Dan th a t m orn ing even m ade a bow to Mrs . Leverage .

who was t re m b l i ng wh i l e loo k ing out o f the w indow
,
expec t i ng to hear

quarre l i ng
,
or see figh t i ng , but sh e saw noth i ng o f th e k i nd , great ly to

h e r sat i s fact i on . Dur ing th e day so m e o f th e boats ahead doubl ed
up i n so m e m anne r

,
so our two boats d ropped ahead nearly ha l f a

m i l e , and th e Octoroon lav a l ongs i de o f an o ld sun k en wood boa t
m oored to th e ber m ban k

,
m ore co m m only cal l ed th e hee l path . I t s

c rew cons i s ted o f capta in
,
s tee rs m an

,
and d r ive r , a l so a young gi r l ,

the capta i n
'

s s i s te r
,
as coo k .

They were Ger m ans and a l l young , apparent ly twenty to twenty
fi ve . The dr ive r was con s iderab ly younge r . They l iv ed i n or nea r
Verona

,
on th e s ixty m i l e l ev el . I n that v i c i n i ty nea r ly a l l the inhab i

tant s were boat m en , but th ese peopl e k new but ve ry l i tt l e about boats .

The capta in h ad been coaxed i n to buy ing th e o l d boat o f a wood co m
pany , and was to pay fo r i t i n wood beat i ng , and th i s was h i s fi r st

t r i p , l oaded fo r S y racuse S a l t Wor k s . The boat hav ing been so long
e m pty

,
had d r i ed out , and be ing loaded so q u i c k ly be fore the sea m s

soa k ed up , sh e san k . They had unloaded he r dec k
,
thus ra i s i ng i t f ro m

the bo t to m , so the upper cab i n and work s o f th e hul l we re above wate r .
had borrowed pu m p s , and were pu m ping for dea r l i fe .
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J ac k and Han k , having noth ing to do , s t rol l ed on to the sun k en

cra ft and offe red the i r as s i stance a t the pu m ps , and as the capta i n
'

s
s i ste r l oo k ed p leased to se e the i r exe r t i ons

,
they pu m ped the harder !

but they did
-

riot ga i n on th e wate r m uch unt i l Jac k , who had had so m e
exper ience w i th l ea k y boat s

,
found so m e sawdust i n an ol d abandoned

i ce house
,
wh i ch they th rew around on the out s i de o f the boat . I t

drew into the sea m s
,
thus stopp ing th e lea k . The pu m ps k ept go ing ,

but i n a short t i m e they were heard to suc k
,
wh ich to l d the m the wate r

was out . Then the boys m ade th e m se lve s use fu l by bu i ld i ng a fire

i n the wet cab in
,
m oppi ng i t up

,
and hand ing down d i she s and othe r

cab in fixtures to the gi rl
,
wh i l e she was s m i l i ng p leasantly at Han k .

great ly to the discom fi ture o f Joe Gal lus
,
the s teers m an o f the wood

boat
,
who i t appea red was the g i r l’s lover. \'Vhen Jac k wen t aboard

the Or i o l e , he sai d ,
“
You need neve r loo k for Han k any m ore , for the

Dutch gi r l has capt ivated h i m . She cannot ta l k m uch Engl i sh , bu t
l ove needs no language to understand i t se l f .

In the m eant i m e the capta i n o f the Octoroon was gett ing fi l l ed up

on poor wh i s k y at a nearby grocery ‘where l i quor s were k ept ! he final ly
ca m e ree l i ng aboard h i s own boat

,
but not ic ing th e Dutch gi rl

,
stepped

onto the wood cra f t
,
pass ing Han k , who wa s try ing the m i d sh ip pu m p ,

and ye l l ed out,
“
Say,

you wood gi rl
,
don

’

t you want a ber th on a n ice
c lean gra i n boat ? I ha in’t got no coo k ” . The gi r l ’s brothe r says

,

“
S ir,

m y s i s te r don’

t go on no boats
,
but he r broth er’s” ! “

Oh says Cap

started Han k , who says , Sha m e upon you
,
don’t you k now any bette r

than to i nsu l t those poor peop le
,
who have had such bad luc k ?”

S hu t
up , you whe lp”

, says Dan ,
and m ade a lunge a t Han k

,
who pro m p t ly

k noc k ed h i m down , then m ot ion ing to the wood boat’s cap ta i n to grab
h i m by th e hee ls , he ta k ing h i m by the shoulders

,
they carr i ed h i m

acro ss the wood boat and s lung h i m heav i ly on the dec k o f h i s own .

He s t ruc k so hard , he la i d there unt i l h i s crew too k h i m down i n to h i s
cab in and Han k yells out ,

“
Keep aboard you r own boa t ! i f you

ever co m e near m e , I
’

ll k i l l you
,
i f I hang for i t” . To avo id furthe r

t rouble Capta i n Dan’s c rew
,
l e t go the i r l i nes and d ropped th e Octoroon

be low the wood boat
,
then the Ori o l e m oved a l ongs i de o f tha t anc i en t

c ra ft , great ly to Han k ’s sat i s fact ion .

Ada hea r ing o f th e t roubl e , w ent aboard the o l d boat to ta l k to
the Ger m an m ai den , a l though he r Engl i sh was rath e r l i m i ted

,
sh e

s m i led when k ind ly spok en to , and wa s pro fuse w i th her than k s to a l l
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m e m bers o f the Or io l e
,
and though t Han k wa s a he ro for l ic k i ng the

b ig capta in , as d i d h e r brother and th e other specta tors o f the inc id en t .

The next day the owners o f the cord wood sent a tea m to he l p tow
the beat by th e. c rowd o f boat s . Han k and Jac k h elped lead th e wood
that had been th rown off. The capta i n wanted Han k t o go w i th the m
to Syracuse and m anage th e bea t . He cou ld not re s i s t the s m i l e s o f
the Dutch gi r l , so a s k ed the pr iv i l ege o f Capta in Leverage to go , and
as the re would be but l i t t l e to do . th ere be i ng so m any boat s ah ead o f
the m to go th rough th e l oc k s , Cap ta in Mar k gave h i s consen t , te l l i ng
h i m h e wou ld probably m a k e the t r i p to S y racuse . and then ca tch the m
by the t i m e they reached Ut i ca .

Ada was de l igh ted ! a l though she d i s l i k ed par t i ng w i th Han k , she
thought he would be do ing h i s du ty to hel p tho se poor peopl e who
w e re i n t rouble . Han k was a good boa t m an

,
and k new a l l the ropes

wh i l e th ey were green at th e bus i nes s . Ada to l d he r husband sh e

cou ld he lp som e i n the loc k s i f the i r st eers m an fa i l ed to m ee t the m a t
Ut ica . Abou t th e t im e th e wood boat s ta rted th e b rea k was repa i red .

and boa t s were on the m ove m a k ing i t eas i e r fo r the wood boat to
nav igate

,
a s th ey m e t th e boat s . i ns tead o f find ing the m t i ed to th e tow

i ng path .

There a rr ived at S yracu se i n abou t two days , unloaded and run
bac k to Verona

,
where the boat ’

s c rew l ived . Han k thought that Cap
tai n Swar t s wou ld h i re h i m ,

h e be ing such a good boa t m an
,
and d i s

cha rge joe Ga l lu s ! but i nstead o f that . Capta i n Swart s and h i s s i s te r
m oved off f ro m the boat t o the i r ho m e , giv ing i t bac k to the wood
co m pany and reco m m ended Han k a s capab l e o f runn ing i t . The

owners offe red th e j ob to h i m , bu t h e d id no t wan t any be at w i thou t
the capta in 's s i ste r aboard . He offered to h i re out to s te e r i t , or ta k e
i t h i m se l f

,
i f h e cou l d h i re Swar t s and h i s s i s ter to go w i th h i m

,
and

sa i d h e wou l d d rop a l i ne to Capta i n Leverage tha t h e would no t m ee t
h i m

,
and for h i m to get ano ther m an .

H e d id not wr i t e , for h e coul d not persuade Swart s nor h i s s i ste r ,
they had got ten enough o f th e boa t s m an ’s l i f e . The gi r l Margare t
wanted Han k t o ta k e th e boat , so she cou ld see h i m o f ten . She to ld

he r pa ren t s wha t a here he was , and how he had fought fo r the m .

fhev i n tu rn persuaded him to s tay ! th e i r effor t s , however . were f ru i t
l e s s , m u ch to th e sa t i s fact i on o f le e Gal l u s .

Han k bade the m good - bye . the gi rl wa l k ed a short d i stance w i th
h i m . and in b ro k en Engl i sh . the t ea rs cou r s i ng down her chee k s . sa i d
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she wou ld neve r forget h i m , and to co m e and see he r eve ry t i m e h e
cou ld .

They k i s sed at pa rt i ng ,
she to go ho m e and s m i l e on Joe Gal lu s .

wh i l e H an k endeav ored to
,

sooth e a lonely h ea r t . and bu i ld a i r - cas t l e s
about the Dutch gi r l and h i m se l f , on h i s way to Verona S tat i on whe re
he took the tra i n to L i tt l e Fa l l s . He learned a t the co l l ector 3 office
that the “Orio le” had not passed there , so h e too k the tow ing pa th on
foo t

,
and m et he r nea r S andy Ran k i n ’

s groce ry ! but be fore h e d i d . h e

passed the Octoroon unde rway , as she was ahead o f the Or io l e . Cap

ta i n Dan swore he wou ld k i l l Han k i f he was a shore , wh i l e Han k says .

“Al l r igh t , I a m w i th you i n the k i l l ing bus i nes s .

”

The Orioles crew were gl ad to s ee Han k
,
as i t was t i re so m e run

n ing short - handed . He resu m ed h i s t r i c k at th e t i l l e r
,
and noth ing

unusua l happened unt i l they loc k ed into th e Hudson r ive r a t Tro y .

They h i red a tug to tow the m to A lbany
,
for the large s tea m boat s tow

for New Yor k C i ty . Wh en the n igh t’s tow was m ade up , four boat s
abreast

,
four m ore hanging beh ind . and so on un t i l a l l go ing down

the r ive r were m ade fast to one anothe r
,
the head boats tow ing beh ind

th e stea m boat w i th hawser ‘

running f ro m the outs i de boat s . Th

Orio le was the r igh t head boat
,
and fate or so m e o the r f rea k o f c i r

cum stances , brough t th e Octoroon the fou r th and ou t s ide one w i th
the o ther haw se r . The c rews chatted togethe r and a l l thought there
would be no troubl e, unl es s Capta i n Dan shou l d ge t fu l l o f wh i s k y .

But as the stea m er wh i s t l ed , to cas t off shore l i ne s , Capta i n Dan
wal k ed aboard h i s boat rathe r unstead i ly

,
and a flas k was seen pro

trad ing f ro m h i s coat poc k et . Wh en under way
,
the s teers m en too k

the i r regula r watches , al though th ere was noth i ng to do except to k eep
a loo k out , and when a l l was runn ing we l l , the one on watch usua l ly
went to s leep on th e dec k box . Th i s n ight Jac k ca l led Han k at one

o
’

c loc k . then went be low to h i s bun k
,
wh i le Han k too k h i s p lace on

the box . The s tee rs m an on the Octoroon ca l l ed Capta i n Dan at one

o
’

c loc k a l so , for watch duty , as h i s othe r st eers m an had qu i t at Troy .

Usua l ly when the re was but one steers m an go ing down the r ive r
,
a

dr i ve r was pressed i nto th e serv i ce o f k eep ing watch
,
and near ly

a lways i n the a fte r pa rt o f the n ight eve ryone was as leep . Even those
supposed to be on wa tch were ly ing so m ewhe re about the dec k as leep .

and th i s stea m er tow was no excep t i on .

Why Cap ta i n Dan d id not have h i s dr ive r cal l ed i nstead o f h i m
se l f , was cons idered proo f that he wan ted te p i c k a quarre l w i th Han k ,
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k now ing that the a f te r pa rt wa tch was h i s . The cap ta in
,
a fte r ta k ing

a good sw ig say s t o Han k , who was ly ing on the dec k box o f th e
Or i o l e

,
Now i s your t i m e— co m e over and l e t’s s ee who i s the bes t

m an .

"

Han k say s
,

“
I can l i c k you in about two m inute s . W e l l

,
one

word brough t on anoth e r , th e sa m e as i n all quarre l s
,
ca l l ing na m es

m ore forc ib l e th an e legant , unt i l Han k got so m ad , he ran ove r th e
other two boats t o the Octoroon . As soon as Capta i n Dan saw h i m ,

he m ade a lunge for h i m . Han k dodged down
,
grabb ing Capta i n Dan ,

and w i t h a l l h i s st rength pul l ed or pu shed h i m t o the outs i de o f th e
boat

,
then w i th a m igh ty effort sent Capta i n Dan ove rboard .

What a thought fo r Han k , wh en a f ew m inute s had el apsed , and
he h ad co m e to h i s nor m a l s enses

,
and fu l ly real i z ed the s i tua t i on .

He had d rowned th e capta i n , f or b e wel l k new no one cou l d stay one
m inute i n that ru sh i ng

,
wh i r l i ng cu rrent

,
m ade by th e stea m er and i t s

tow o f boats .

What to do he d i d not k now
,
bel i ev ing h e would be accused o f

m urder ing th e capta i n , as both crews had hea rd h i m say he would
fix Capta i n Dan . He wal k ed euietly bac k over th e two boats between
the Octoroon and Or i o le . No one had seen the scuffle

,
f or no one

appeared to be awa k e on any o f the c ra ft s in the i r tow
,
and no l igh t s

except the h ead l igh t on each out s ide boat
,
and th e red and b l ue l igh ts

on th e tow be at . Day was brea k ing, and as Han k loo k ed toward s th e

shore he saw a bu m boat , headed for the tow . These are la rge row

boats , l oaded w i th a l l s ort s o f vegetabl e s in the i r season , a l so m i l k ,
butte r , and groce r i e s , to s e l l t o th e boat m en on the tow s .

Why th ey are ca l l ed bu m boats , I do not k now . They are run

f ro m grocer i es , and a re on the watch fo r tows up or down the r ive r .

They fasten the i r l i ne s to a c l ea t on a boat and tow a long unt i l a l l th e
boat s i n the fleet are v i s i ted for t rade .

Han k m ot ioned f or th e bu m boat to co m e a longs ide the Oriole .

wh ich i t d id , and Han k says I w i sh to get ashore and ta k e the earlv

m orn ing t ra i n for New Yor k , so as t o find whe re to un load m y

wheat ! now what w i l l you a s k to row m e ashore ?” The m an sa i d
,

“
I coul d not do i t , I wou l d l ose m y trade .

” “ I k now i t
,
says Han k

,

but you r profi t on t rade would not be ove r fou r or five dol la rs
.
Now

I w i l l give you ten to s et m e ash ore
,
f or i t i s worth that m uch to m e

.

"

Done ,
”

says the m an . Han k qui et ly descended i nto th e hand ’s cabi n
,

too k h i s poc k etboo k and a few t r i n k e t s
,
but l e f t h i s va l i se and c l othes

,

no one be i ng awa k e , h e let go th e pa in te r f ro m off th e c l ea t
. and s l i d
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aboard the bu m boat . For th e benefi t o f l ands m en unacqua in ted w i th
sea ph rases

,
I w i l l say that a pa i nte r i s the rope fa s ten ing a s m a l l boat

to a la rger one . The m an tu rned h i s boat shoreward , and Han k too k
h i s l ast loo k a t the Or i o l e . He neve r s aw he r aga in , but branded i n

h i s own heart was th e word , “Murde rer
”

,
one m ore v i c t i m to a bad

te m per .

When he got ashore , i ns tead o f go ing toward s New Yor k
,
he

wen t i n the oppos i te d i rect i on . The bu m boat m an thought o f cou rse

Han k was cap ta in , was glad to m a k e such a good m orn ing
’

s wor k
,
and

thought no m ore about i t . Han k too k the fi rs t t ra i n he cou ld get to
Albany

,
got h i s m oustache cut off at a barber 's

,
and t r ie d to eat

,
but

cou ld get noth i ng down , but a cup o f coffee . Not be ing a spendth r i f t
,

he had cons i derab le m oney , so bought a su i t o f c lothe s , th i n k i ng to
furthe r d i sgu i se h i m se l f , but he cou ld not res t easy , and k ept wal k ing
around un t i l h e sp ied a recru i t ing office . He enl i sted fo r the war

,

and be fo re n igh t h e was on h i s way to Sou th Carol ina to jo in h i s
regi m ent .



REMINJS CENCE S OF ROCHESTER .

C H A P TE R V I I .

Now co m es ano ther i nc iden t i n Han k 's l i f e , wh ich saved h i m

m uch t roub l e i n a f te r yea rs
,
e spec i a l ly when he app l i ed for a pens i on .

H enry M i l l i ons was an a ssu m ed na m e ! a few years be fo re our story
opens

,
h e h ad got i nto a scrape in th e ne ighborhood where h i s peop le

l iv ed , not a ve ry se r i ous one bu t hav i ng a h igh sense o f h onor , and
be ing sens i t iv e . h e had l e ft th e hom e h e thought h e h ad d i sgraced ,

and changed h i s na m e . New ,
th in k ing he was a m urdere r

,
and no

one on the boat s k now ing o f h i s fi rs t offense
,
or where h e ca m e f ro m .

he thought o f the two ev i l s h e would choose the l east ! so he too k h i s
own na m e , and k ept i t ever a fte rwards , but to save th e readers gett ing
m ixed by na m es

,
we w i l l s t i l l ca l l h i m Han k M i l l ion s .

We w i l l not fo l l ow h i s m i l i ta ry h i s to ry , i n fact , we cou ld not do

so i f we wou ld . H i s honorabl e d i scha rge i s proo f o f h i s having done
h i s duty . Fro m what we have heard he was fo re m ost in danger

,
even

to be ing rec k l es s ! he d i d not s ee m to ca re m uch fo r l i fe , rath e r re

se rved , but a good co m rade . He k ept a d ia ry
,
and on m any pages wa s

wri tten th e na m e Margaret Swart s
,
the pretty Du tch g i r l o f Ve rona .

Only for thought s o f h e r , h e would probably have gone m ad w i th
recol l ect i ons o f h i s t e rr ib l e d eed

,
and the exc i t e m ent and hardsh ip s

wh i l e engaged in l ega l m u rde r , sooth ed h i s consc i ence so m e fo r h i s
i l l ega l m urde r on the Hudson r iver . When th e war was ove r , he
stea m boa ted i t on th e M i ss i s s ipp i r i ve r

,
sa i l ed on th e la k es , but at a l l

t i m e s he had a longing fo r h i s o l d ho m e and the Er i e cana l , a s we l l a s
to k now the wh e reabout s o f the Or io l e and her c rew . H is greate s t
des i re was to know about Margaret

,
whethe r sh e was m ar r i ed o r was

st i l l s i ngle .

The re m o rs e o f consc i enc e k ept h i m uneasy and unhappy , and he
m ade up h i s m ind to t ry th e Er i e cana l once m ore . He be ing so m uch

a l te red
,
gett ing gray

,
and olde r

,
he though t h i s co m pan i ons o f recen t

years wou l d not k now h i m i f h e m et th e m . He went to Verona , h i red

h i s beard ,
and th ose who had for m er ly seen h i m d id no t recogn i ze

h i m .

He le a rned that Margare t’s parent s were dead . her brother had
enl i s ted , wen t to th e war , and had never returned . J oe Gal lu s had
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never m arr i ed Margaret , but so m e one e l se had ! no one see m ed to
k now h i s na m e

,
but they had gone to Buffa lo and run a grocery . Late r

accounts f ro m ne ighbors sa i d h er hu sband had d i ed and she was a
w idow . Th i s was told the m

,
they sa id

,
by so m e o f th e long leve l

boat m en living near Verona . He was ca re fu l about gett ing h i s i n fe r

m at ion , and to a l l ay susp ic i on he pret ended to be loo k ing for a wood
lot to purchase fo r the New Yor k Cent ra l Ra i l road . Ra i l road s at tha t

t i m e used wood for fue l . He l e f t Verona
,
and fetched up in Buffa lo ,

and wa l k ed the st reet s
,
hop ing to m ee t h i s Margare t

,
not k now ing he r

na m e o r th e street she l ived on . He fina l ly gave i t up as a hope l es s
tas k

,
concluded he was fool i sh to th i n k o f he r

,
and final ly bough t a

boat , l oaded her w ith wheat , and started fo r New Yor k .

He was a boat capta i n new ,
a l though fear fu l o f co m ing acros s

so m e one who would recogni ze h i m ! but be ing a lover o f the wate r .

he wou ld run th e r i s k .

\Ve w i l l now leave H enry M i l l i ons and go bac k to the Hudson
r ive r tow o f beats the n igh t h e l e f t i t , be l i ev i ng he was a m urde re r .

Dur ing th e fore part o f that event fu l n igh t
,
unbe k nown to the a f ter

watch on the beats , the stea m e r had stopped and h i tched on to Cap

ta in Dan’s boat a s m a l l Che m ung boat loaded w i th oat s
,
cons igned to

d ifferent port s a l ong the r i ve r
,
and had l e f t th e i r la s t unload ing place

t o go to the next stopp ing po int be low . The c rew o f th e oat boat
be ing t i red

,
and k now ing th e tow boat wou ld wh i st l e to wa k e the m

when th e t i m e ar r ived to cas t off at the i r stopp ing place
,
went be low

to res t what they cou ld . As no danger o f ra i n was expected
,
they d id

not rep lace th e i r hatche s cove r ing th e oat s . Han k k new noth ing o f

th i s
,
and o f course conc luded he had pi tch ed Capta in Dan overboard .

when i nstead he had p itched h i m i nto th e epen hatchway onto th e oat s !
he was not hurt , only stunned a l i tt l e , and when he had co l l ec ted h i s
though t s h e had th e i m pre ss ion that h e had sen t Han k ove rboard

,
for

he heard a sp lash ing, or thought he d id . at tha t t i m e . “th at h e h ea rd

m ust have been a long wooden fende r
,
wh i ch ge t k noc k ed ove r

board , as the re was one m i s s ing f ro m Dan
’

s boa t
,
and in a f te r

years , when co m par ing note s , th ey concluded tha t wa s what m ade th e
splash ing they both hea rd .

The though t that he had drowned Han k so m ewhat sobered h i m .

He crawled out o f the oa t s
,
and ga ined h i s own boat

,
and see ing

noth ing o f Han k was proo f enough o f what had beco m e o f h i m . He
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c rept qu i et ly i nto h i s cab i n
,
a l though not to s leep

,
h i s con sc i ence would

not l et h i m .
-

’

i th fea r and t re m bl ing h e lay i n h i s ber th unt i l l a te
i n the m orn ing

,
pretend i ng to be as l eep , when th e one offic i a t i ng as

coo k ca l led h i m to b rea k fast . H e ate bu t very l i t t l e , and go ing on
dec k

,
saw all th e boat m en o f the fou r boat s ga thered toge the r i n

groups
,
ta l k i ng about the d i sappearance o f the Or i o l es s tee rs m an .

who had not been seen s ince th e forepart s tee rs m an jac k Needhani .

had l e f t h i m s i tt i ng on the dec k box o f the Or io le .

Then Capta i n Dan k new , h e was a m urderer . Tre m b l i ng he
sough t h i s cab in , too k h i s e m p ty flas k and th rew i t out o f the w indow
and neve r a fte rwards d i d h e touch a d rop o f i ntox ica t i ng l i quo r . H e

saw that wh i s k y had been h i s undo ing
,
and had m ade h i m a m urdere r .

H e k new fro m h i s acqua intance w i th Han k , tha t he was a good ,
m ora l

m an , a gent l e m an , above h i m i n al l nob l e qua l i t i e s ,
and h i m se l f a de

prayed drun k ard , and worse than al l , a cr im i na l .
Reade r

,
how m any such ca se s do y ou k now

,
or have heard o f ,

whe re those devo id o f any nob l e q ua l i t i e s , when in the i r d run k en
state , have m urdered , m a i m ed . o r ru ined those who are far above the m
i n a l l the qua l i t i e s perta i n ing to nob i l i t y o r hu m an i ty . There appea

to be no law i n natu re t o h ind er a d run k en l oa f e r f ro m ru i n ing or k i l l
i ng v i rtue , a s we l l a s v i ce or a fool f ro m k i l l ing a pli ilOSOpher. Capta in

Dan rea l i zed al l tha t , and h i s re m orse for the deed wa s ter r ib l e . as

wel l a s the f ear o f a rre st , f0 1 he k new i t cou ld be proved tha t h e had
th reatened Han k ’s l i fe m ore than once .

All th e boats we re sea rch ed ,
but no Han k was found . S usp i c i ous

glances were ca st a t Capta i n Dan . when i t beca m e k nown that thos e

two had been on watch at the sa m e t i m e . Both boat s’ c rews b el i eved
that Capta i n Dan had k i l l ed ,

and pu shed Han k ove rboard . The oth e r

boats’ c rews had var i ous op in ions
,
when they had lea rned o f the c i r

cum stances
,
but a s to l d to the m . i t l oo k ed susp i c i ous for Cap ta in Dan .

Ada
,
who always had so m uch char i ty for eve rybody , was so rr )

to lose the i r gen t l e m an stee rs m an . Every th ing l oo k ed as th ough Han k
had been m ade away wi th by Capta i n Dan . S t i l l . sh e wanted to th in k
i t was not so

,
and sa id “pe rhaps h e had acc iden ta l ly fa l l en ove rboard .

They conc luded he m u st have gotten i nto th e wate r i n so m e way , f or

they d id not k now at that t i m e o f any way h e cou l d have gone a shore .

even i f h e had wanted to . Then , anothe r th ing , i f i n so m e way h e

had gone a shore unbe k nown to any one , h e ce rta in ly wou l d have ta k en
h i s va l i s e , and boo k s he had pr i zed so h igh ly . Th i s was pos i t i ve proo f
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that Han k was i n the bot to m o f the Hud son r ive r . I f h e had had any
re l at ive s o r influent ial f r i ends , h i s d i sappearance wou ld have been in
vestigated ,

but as no one see m ed to k now him except h i s sh i p m a te s ,
noth i ng was done about i t .

Capta i n Dan was quest i oned , and o f course he k new noth ing abou t
i t

.
and had not seen Han k when he ca m e on dec k a t one o

’

c loc k for h i s

watch ! he had la i n on h i s dec k box and sl ep t unt i l nea r m orn ing , then

see i ng eve ryth ing was runn ing s m ooth ly ,
h e went be l ow and s l ep t unt i l

ca l led for b rea k fas t .

Capta i n Mar k and h i s w i f e th ought i f Capta i n Dan was gu i l t y
h i s consc i ence wou ld be an eve rla s t i ng pun i sh m ent

,
and so i t was .

New i n th i s case , as i n al l others . th ere was a l l sort s o f ru m ors , m any
incons i sten t ones and othe r s rea sonab l e . One story was th a t Han k
had seen so m eone who had recogn i z ed h i m a s gu i l ty o f cr i m e , and h e

had gone ashore on th e oat boat , wh en i t was k nown i t had la i n a long
s ide . H is c loth es having bee n l e f t ove rbalanced that th eory . Then

anothe r , and lu c k y for Mar k and h i s w i fe that they d i d not hea r i t , tha t
the m i s s ing stee rs m an had thought too m uch o f Ada

,
m a k ing Capta in

Mar k j ea lous , and h e had pushed Han k ove rboard . Al l such s tor i e s
tended to d ivert su spi c i on fro m Capta in Dan .

The two arr ived i n New Yor k on t i m e
,
and separated to d i scharge

the i r cargoes i n d iffe rent s l i ps ! th ey did not go up th e r ive r togeth er ,
and neve r a fte rwards were toge th er as f r i end s . When pass ing one
anothe r on th e cana l

,
the i r sal uta t i ons were very br i e f . The crews o f

both boats we re s trangers
,
excep t ing lac k , who stayed on th e

“Oriol e

unt i l she t i ed up for w i nter i n Ro m e . That w inte r h e en l i sted fo r th e

war
,
had th e usua l pe r i l s and ha rdsh ips o f a sol d i e r for th ree years ,

rece ived an honorable d i scharge
,
and l i k e a duc k s tarted for the wate r

aga in . H is voyage s were on the B lac k r ive r
,
and Er i e canal s , the

Hudson r ive r
,
then on th e Genesee Va l l ey canal . Tinally , as bus i nes s

grew m ore s lac k and h i s boat gett i ng old
,
he ran i t only dayt i m e s on

shor t t r ips . He occas ional ly m e t Capta i n Mar k Leverage , and when
poss ib l e h ad a good v i s i t w i th h i m and h i s e st i m ab l e w i fe . Once or

twice h e m et Capta i n Dan ,
who greeted h i m k ind ly , bu t h e cou ld not

ge t ove r the be l i e f th at Capta i n Dan had
’

m urdered h i s f r i end and

sh ip m ate
,
Han k M i l l ions . He , l i k e Ada, had a large a m ount o f char i ty .

and be l i eved h i s consc i ence wou ld pun i sh h i m enough i f h e was

gu i l ty
,
for h e loo k ed worn and dej ected

,
l i k e a m an o f so rrows , wh ich

he was . No peace o f m i nd by day
,
and troubl ed drea m s by n igh t .
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I t m ade a m an o f h i m
,
h owever . He m arr i ed one o f h i s schoo l

m ates in h i s nat i ve v i l lage i n Pennsy lvan ia ! h e was k ind , te m pe rate ,
and a devoted husband . No one i n h i s ho m e town k new o f h i s bad

hab i t s
,
or o f th e c i rcu m s tance s we have re l at ed . Hi s w i fe acco m pan ied

h i m on h i s boa t i ng t r ips
,
and neve r k new o f th e s ec ret gnaw i ng at h i s

hear t unle s s h e
,
in a fte r yea rs

,
revea l ed i t .
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C H A P TE R V I I I .

A f ter the cu r ious , and we m igh t say m y ste r iou s event s we have
re lated

,
we wi l l p roceed to narrate wha t once m ore brough t the m to

gethe r
,
produc ing a j oy to the i r poor , t i red sou l s that they neve r ex

pected t o exper i ence aga in . H an k
,
dur i ng h i s boat ing days

,
l i k e a l l

boat capta ins
,
had to h ave h i red m en to ass i s t h i m

,
and a m ong the m

was a steer s m an who k new where th e groce ry was
,
that was k ept by

Margaret
,
but had not seen her s i nce he r hu sband d ied . H is na m e

was M i l l e r . Han k was happy a t th i s news , and i m m ed iate ly ge t ready
to find her

,
th in k ing she m us t s t i l l be a w idow

,
and h i s chance s would

be good
,
by th e way she. appeared when la s t he m et he r . He would

te l l he r h i s te rr ib le secret
,
th in k ing , o f course . she would neve r d ivu lge

i t
,
for was not the who le t roub l e on he r account , or m ostly

D
S o when

h i s boat was fast to the doc k i n Buffa lo
,
and h e had le f t h is clea rance

a t the co l l ec tor ’s office
,
h e los t no t i m e i n wal k ing th e whol e length o f

Oh i o s t reet . H is steers m an k new the stree t
,
bu t no t the nu m ber .

The only groce ry he ca m e across by the na m e o f M i l l e r was ra ther a
d i rty loo k ing p lace

,
th e s ign lean ing aga inst the house as though th e

occupants were too l azy to na i l i t up to i t s or ig ina l pl ace . I t read ,

“Groce ry by M i k e M i l l er The place d i d not loo k very i nv i t ing
,
bu t

our hero concluded she was poor and cou ld not have th ings any bette r .

and
,
i f i t was Margaret

,
he woul d m arry her

,
put h i s m oney i n th e

bus i nes s , and they would have a fi rst - cla s s grocery
,
pa in t the ol d

tu m b l e - down bu i ld ing ! m any m ore such a i r - cast l es ran th rough h i s

head ere he conc luded to ente r
,
a s h i s t i m e was gett i ng prec i ou s . So ,

with a beat ing heart
,
he opened th e door

,
and was greet ed by the ye l l s

o f hal f a dozen ch i ldren
,
d i rty and ha l f dre s sed

,
and a s loven ly red

faced wo m an , so rt ing potatoes , w i th s l eeves ro l l ed up show ing gr i m y
ar m s . The whole place loo k ed l i k e a p ig pen . wi th a strong s m e l l o f

stal e bee r .

Han k m ade a bow
,
that the wo m an d i d not see m to no t i c e

,
and

sa i d h e would h ave a c iga r . She ye l l ed out to one o f the ragged boys
to ta k e her p lace at the pota toes

,
wh i l e she went to th e bar - roo m . Han k

passed th rough the door on th e cu s tom er’s s id e . There we re a few

rough - l oo k ing m en in there . who were p lay i ng ca rd s or d ice , wi th hal f
e m pt i ed glas se s o f bee r on the i r tab l e .
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A good m any c i ty groce r i e s had bars attach ed
,
wi th a part i t ion

between . She handed h i m a c iga r . wh i ch he l igh ted , and wal k ed out

i nto th e o the r roo m
,
she fol low i ng , a fte r serv ing bee r t o th e m en at

th e tab l e . Han k wa s doubt fu l about th i s be i ng h i s spruce l i t t l e Dutch
gi r l o f the wood boat , so he p l i ed h er w i th qu e s t i on s , say ing “

ls you r

na m e M i l l e r ? ” “Yosh
,
i t once vosh .

” says Han k
,
you re

m ind m e o f so m e one I once k new years ago
,

” wh i ch sh e d idn’t . D id

y ou ever l i v e i n Verona i’
” "Yosh , I yosh borned de r .

” “What wa s
your na m e th e m ?” “Margaret Swarts , Mees te r . Vat yoos yant to
k now fu r ? ”

Th i s was a stunner - t o H an k
,
h i s k nees go t wea k

,
he cou l d have

been k noc k ed down w i th a fea ther . He was so flustrated h e coul d not

say any th ing . unt i l fi nal ly b e m u m b l ed ou t tha t sh e re m inded h i m o f
om eone h e had seen i n Rocheste r . and to draw her f ro m he r inqu i s i
tiveness . he orde red bread and a pec k o f potatoe s . wh i ch sh e pro m pt ly
set about prepar i ng for h i m s m i l i ng th e wh i l e . He sa i d at par t ing .

he shou ld re m e m be r whe re to find such good c igars . al though the one
sh e so ld him s i c k ened h i m

,
be fore h e th rew i t i nto th e gut te r ou t s i de .

H is purcha se o f th e grocer i e s m ade h e r l oo k p l eased
.
and Han k says

,

I t m u s t be hard fo r y ou to tend store to support you r ch i l d ren
, w i th

no hu sband .

”
She l oo k ed up su rpr i sed and sa i d .

“
I done co t yon

allreadvs . He i sh D i c k B lu m , a doc k wappler m ean ing doc k

wallaper. or m ore prope r ly k nown as stevedore , one wh ose occupa t i on
i s to l oad or unload ve sse l s i n por t .

Han k wa i ted to hea r no m ore , but m ade a ha s ty ret rea t w i th h i s
bag o f potat oe s unde r one a r m

,
and bread under th e oth e r . He fe l t

s i c k
,
wheth e r i t was th e k now ledge h e had rece ived

,
or th e fi l thy cigar .

h e d i d no t k now , but when out o f s igh t o f th e groce ry , h e gave the
b read and po ta toes to a hungry l oo k i ng boy who m ust have though t
h i m crazy or e l se drun k

,
but ran off w ith the m i n th e d i rect i on o f the

grocery . Our here was bad ly put out w i th the k nowledge that h i s
pretty l i t t l e Dutch gi r l had evoluted i nto that s l oven ly bee r s e l l e r . He

cou ld have seen th e co m i ca l s i de o f i t had i t not been fo r the t ragedy
brough t abou t th rough h i s de fense o f th e gi r l . He cou ld not hel p
be ing a m used

,
h owe\ e r

,
to th in k how h i s m atr i m on i a l hopes

,
wh ich

he had che r i shed fo r so m any years . we re blasted . Even had he found

her a w idow she was too tough for him . He was d i sgu sted w i th
h i m se l f i n h i s m u s ings to th in k he was a m urde rer for cha m p ion ing
such an ob j e ct a s sh e now appeared to be . h e though t , “

I m ust
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m a k e th e best o f i t , bu t I wonde r what lac k Needha m wou l d say i f
h e could see he r now ,

or the. othe r m e m be rs o f th e good boat Oriole .

Such thought s m ade h i m laugh aloud . m a k ing a pass i ng pol i ce

m an th in k he was drun k . He went aboard h i s boat , and k ept sec l uded ,

read newspapers and boo k s , go ing out bu t l i t t l e , a s h i s sh i ppe rs k new
where h i s boat lay

,
and cou ld send for h i m when th ey wanted to sh i p

a load by h i m
,
as f re ight s we re low and scarce .

We wi l l now l eave h i m , and hunt t ip Capta i n Dan , who had pros

pered i n the beat ing bus i nes s . and at presen t owned two good new
gra i n boat s . Boat ing had been get t ing poore r a l l o f th e t i m e , as new
ra i l road s we re be ing bu i l t . Capta i n Dan , be ing new t e m perate

,
and

hav ing a good
,
prudent w i f e , had acqu i red cons i derab l e property ,

so
had conc luded th i s season would be th e la s t o f the i r boat ing days .

They had bought i n the i r nat ive town i n Pennsy lvan ia a n i ce ho m e
He. had pro m i sed h i s w i f e that h e would se l l th e i r boats , and se t t l e
down for the re m a inde r o f the i r days . She had w i shed h i m to do so
be fore

,
but th e wate r he l d a fasc i nat i on for h i m

,
e spec ia l ly the Hud son

r iver .

She had neve r heard o f h i s t roubl e w i th Han k M il l ions . and no
ru m or o f th e t ragedy or o f h i s i nte m pe rance

,
had ever reached h i s

ch i ldh ood’s hom e . He had alway s been a k i nd and devoted hu sband .

hones t and te m perate , bu t she had not i ced tha t h e was o ften

m elancholy
,
espec i al ly on th e Hudson r ive r

,
and had urged h i m no t to

ta k e any m ore f re ight s to New Yor k
,
as sh e had conc luded the r iver

had a depres s ing effect upon h i m
,
wh ich sh e cou ld not unders tand .

The day be fo re the even t s now to be reco rded
,
Cap tai n Dan’s two

boats a rr ived in Buffa lo , and as f re ight s we re scarce and h e wou ld be
ob l iged to wai t seve ra l davs be fore h e cou l d expect a load , he pa id off

h i s c rew ,
except ing one m an . H is w i fe th ough t th i s a favorable oppe r

tunity to v i s i t the i r ho m e in Pennsy lvan ia . So ea rly the nex t m orn ing
she took th e La k e S hore road fo r her dest i nat i on .

Capta in Dan was le f t al one w i th h i s unhappy though t s , and al

th ough prosper i ng financ ial ly
,
the re see m ed no re s t for h i s t roub l e d

m ind
,
wh ich was m ore act ive when not e m ployed w i th wor k or bus i

nes s . He was get t ing ol d and gray , l i f e d i d not see m to be worth the
l iv ing w i th that te rr ib l e shadow st i l l h anging around h i m . He cou l d
end i t al l

,
by s tepping to the s i de o f h i s boat , j u m p ing off

, thu s ge t t ing
the. sa m e dea th he gave h i s v i c t i m , twen ty - e igh t years be fore . He

hast i ly d i s m i s sed that i dea when he though t o f h i s fa i th fu l co m pan i on .
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St ro l l ing down town h e bought a newspape r . returned to h i s boat .
wen t down into h i s cab i n , and a fte r perusmg i t awh i l e .

d ropped

a s l eep on the l oc k er . wh en so m e th ing s l i d a longs i d e o f h i s boat
,
j a rr ing

i t cons i de rab ly . H e went on dec k and saw a tug goi ng up Buffa l o

Cree k“ h e a l so h eard a spla sh i ng cl o se by,
l oo k ed in th e d i rect i on

,
and

saw a m an st ruggl ing in the wa ter .

I t too k but a m o m en t. t o grab a l oose wooden fende r w i th a rope
attached , s l ing i t i n reach o f th e d rown ing m an , who grabbed i t , and
Capta i n Dan towed h i m to the st ern o f h i s boat

,
where h e grabbed

the rudder blade and c l i m bed aboard . He wa s not hurt
,
only strangl ed

so m ewhat
,
and n i m bly st epped on to the boat’s dec k , and con f ronted

Capta i n Dan
,
who j u m ped bac k and ca m e near fal l i ng down

,
giv ing a

su rp r i s ed excla m a t i on o f Oh ! My God !” The re scued m an stepped ,

glared at th e other
,
and spo k e about th e sa m e words . Capta i n Dan .

who tre m bl ed a l l ove r
,
m ut tered so m eth ing about "You loo k l i k e

then chec k i ng h i m se l f , h e stared at the m an h e had saved ,
who in turn

s tared at h i m ! both now unab l e to spea k .

Twenty - e ight years h ad pas sed s i nce they had m e t face to face
,

and al though m uch changed
,
each k new th e othe r

,
or thought they

d id . The suspense cou ld not l a s t f oreve r . Capta i n Dan says
,
You loo k

l i k e
,
l i k e

,
one dead

,
l i k e Han k .

“We l l . I a m ,
Han k , but in a n igh t

m are
,
or see i ng a ghost ‘

\Vel l
,
I ’m no ghost ,

”

sa i d Capta i n Dan ,

“but y ou are ,
” a s h e re e led around li k e a drun k en m an and grabbed

Hank b y th e a r m to see i f h e rea l ly was flesh and blood . Then
,
fee l ing

funny
,
h e say s

,

“
\fVell

,
old boy

,
you are here a l l r igh t

,
but you ca m e

up a darned l ong ways f ro m where you went down .

”
Han k who be

gan to rea l i z e that i t rea l ly was Dan i n th e fl esh st i l l , b l u rted ou t .
“
\Vel l

,
Dan ,

i t appea rs you go t out i n t i m e to sav e m y l i f e .

"

Then they grabbed each oth er . sh oo k hands , shouted , and I don
’

t
k now but they k i s sed one ano ther

,
and those two stout ab l e— bod i ed

m en actua l ly c r i ed and shed t ears o f j oy . The i r heart s were l igh te r
than they had been fo r m any a y ea r

,
wh i l e th e lone boat m an on board

Capta i n Dan ’s boat
,
be l i ev ed th ey had both gone star k m ad . No one

can i m agine th e i r fee l ings
,
unl es s placed i n s i m i l a r c i rcu m s tances . I t

was th e sudden reac t i on f ro m sor row to happ ine s s
,
upon l earn ing th ey

were innocent o f m u rde r . The dar k c l oud hanging ove r the i r l iv e s

had been d i spe l l ed .

Reader , w i l l not that sa m e f ee l ing co m e to us a l l i n a m ore or
l es s degree , accord ing to our s i n s when we stand be fore th e Supre m e
Judge o f a l l , and have h i m say , Your s i ns are forgiven .
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\Yi l l not the br ie f h i story o f those two m en be a le s son to u s al l
to k eep te m perate , and st r ive to contro l our bad te m pers . How th ey

suffered
,
and m any others have suffe red , and w i l l cont i nue to do so .

i f s laves to inte m perance by strong d r in k o r pass ions . Be a true fol
l owe r of the low ly jesus and no te m pter , or,

tem per can har m you .

Our two heroes then narrated the i r d iffe ren t exper ience s on tha t
m e m orabl e n ight on the Hudson

,
when each th ough t they had m ur

de red the oth e r , and the i r m i racu lous escapes . Al though ne i ther o f
the m had eve r expe r i enced religion .

,

they f e l t l i k e k nee l i ng down and

than k ing the i r Heaven ly Fathe r fo r f re e i ng the m fro m th e i r terr ib l e
bondage

,
by h i s great and sovere ign power . Both Capta i n Dan and

Capta i n Han k now be l i eved so m e good had co m e f ro m that never to

be forgotten n igh t’s adventures
,
f or i t h ad effe ctua l ly cure d Dan o f

drun k enness and o ther debaucher i e s . Han k neve r had the appet it e fo r

dr in k or othe r debas ing hab i t s
,
thus avo id i ng m uch troub le . H is te m

per had got ten h i m i nto the a foresa i d d ifficu l ty
,
and he k new i t

,
the re

fore he bro k e h i m se l f i n a m easure fro m i ts bane fu l i nfluence . He

once t r i ed to drown h i s t rouble i n d r in k
,
bu t as h e had no acqu i red

hab i t
,
he d i d not succeed . Here i s a case

,
where the sa m e - th ing pro

duced oppos i te s . Dan qu i t the hab i t th rough re m orse , wh i l e Han k
would co m m ence i t for the sa m e reason .

Our f r iends
,
as we m ust ca l l th e m now . stayed togethe r that a fte r

noon
,
supped together or as fash i onab l e people ca l l i t

,
had d inner

,
at

the best eat ing house i n Buffa lo . Late i n the even ing Han k le f t Cap
ta in Dan and returned to h i s own boat . so m e d i stance up the cree k ,
where h e found h i s only m an worry ing a t h i s l ong absence, f ear i ng
he was drowned as the tug m en tol d h i m he had got on the i r boat
when leav ing th e foot o f Ma i n st reet . As he was no t w ith the m then ,

he m ust have fa l len off or j u m ped ashore when near so m e doc k . He

ca m e aboard the tug in th i s m anner .

He was on th e whar f where the sh ipp ing office s were a t that t i m e
located , be low th e foot o f Ma in s t ree t . Those sh ippers charged a

pe rcen tage on a l l f re igh t they secured for boat m en
, who ca l l ed the m

sca lpe rs
”

, and I presu m e the na m e was we l l app l i ed . When Han k
learned the tug was go ing by h i s c ra f t

,
he stepped aboard

,
and sa t on

the ste rn unno t i ced , as the crew had gone forward . The j a r caused

by th e tug h i tt ing Capta i n Dan’s boa t
,
was what th rew Han k i nto th e

wate r . Who can say that i t was not by the hand o f Prov idence ? To

th in k tha t he wou l d be du m ped at tha t part i cu l a r spo t i s one o f the
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m yste r i ou s th ings abou t i t
,
and o f the th ou sands o f people around the

doc k s in Buffa l o . th e one to save h is l i fe was th e one he thought he
had m urde red . Saved b y a fender . s i m i l a r to the one k noc k ed ove r
board , the spla sh ing o f wh i ch m eant so m uch to each . I t was a s ingu

la r com c idence .

e w i l l now change th i s d ra m a , or suppo sed t ragedy to a co m edy .

T H E L A S T C R U I S E O F T H E O L D BO A T M A N .
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C H A P TE R I ! .

Dan and Han k we re toge th er the grea te r pa r t o f the i r t i m e now .

ta k i ng the i r m eal s togethe r
,
e i ther on the i r boa t s or a t so m e c i t y eat ing

house .

One day an a m u s ing thought ca m e to Han k , so h e a s k ed Dan

t o go w i th h i m al ong Oh i o s t reet , and when oppos i t e the M i l l e r
grocery

,
a s k ed h i s co m pan ion to co m e in and have a s m o k e . Cap ta in

Dan consented , but a fte r enter ing . he thought Han k no t a s fas t i d iou s
as for m er ly . Margare t was beh ind the counter , and upon see ing Han k
she burst out i n a h ea rty laugh

,
m a k i ng he r appea r m ore h ideou s than

eve r . Then she sa i d ,
i n h e r pecu l i a r d i al ec t .

“Fat fo r you ’s gi t d run k ?
ha ! ha !" You are m i s ta k en .

” sa i d Han k . I never d r in k l iquor .

Den I t i n k s you pe one p ig crazy ! y ou g if m y poy S ho ir potaties ,

und b reads . I l ays oop faw yoo s and reach ing under the coun te r sh e
produced the iden t ica l pac k ages h e had bough t o f he r

,
and given . a s b e

suppo sed
,
to the hungry - loo k i ng boy , bu t i ns tead to Margare t

’

s own

son .

The t ran sac t i on was so co m i cal , Han k i n tu rn had a l so to l augh .

cau s i ng Dan to th in k h i m on good ter m s w i th the grocery wom an , and

undoubted ly where he purcha sed h i s boat supp l i e s . As there wa s
no one in the tap roo m , they sat down , wh i l e Margaret began her con
versa t i on aga in w ith Han k and see m ed pleased to get the t rade o f such
wel l—d res sed gen t l e m en .

“
I had a m an wor k i ng fo r m e once , says Han k , who k new y ou

when you l ived i n Verona” “Va t s h e na m e ?“ say s sh e . Tha t wa s a
stunner . but Han k say s , I forge t h i s na m e . bu t he sa i d you had a

swee th ea r t by the na m e o f Joe Gal lu s . C an you te l l m e where h e i s
Oh ! he k i l l ed Go t she e ted i n te p ig wars ! he no lo f m e . He no coo t
at all a t al l . ” There was ano ther one . m y m an says . he lped pum p ou t
your boat , then went to Syracuse .

” “
Ha ! ha !” l aughed Margare t

,

“

I

t i n k s m e k now s hee m ! p ig feel too ! no ta k e s boa t , caze I we en t go .

No b ra i ns , ha ! ha !" Th i s s taggered Han k
,
who sa i d ,

“
D idn

't he ge t
i nto a fight on your account if” “Oh

,
ya ! He y on p ig div il. Trow

hee m on hee s own beat a l l no no tink s ,
a l l d run k

,
ha ! ha

Han k got up and sta r ted for the door
,
wh i l e Dan fol low ed h i m .
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hard ly k now ing what to th i n k o f i t a l l . He a l m os t ca m e to the con
e lu s i on

,
that for Han k

’

s own good h e m igh t be t te r have re m a ined
dead . a s h e supposed he was . Margare t p ic k ed up Han k ’

s b read and

po ta toe s and tol d h i m to ta k e th e m
,
wh ich h e d id

,
but th rew the m

away aga i n a f te r find i ng a su i tabl e place . He then to l d Capta i n Dan
who Margaret was . m a k i ng anoth er surp r i s e .

“
To th i n k

,

” says Dan ,

“o f that wom an be ing th e i nnocent cau se o f nearly a l l ou r troub le s .

”

There a re two m ore causes .

”

say s Han k
,

“Poor wh i s k y and bad

t e m pe rs” .

Reade r . what t roub l e , quarre l s , and m urders , have been caused

by those two agenc i e s .

One day , a fte r the occur rences j u s t narrated
, jac k Needha m

ca m e to Buffa l o
,
l oo k i ng fo r a cana l boat su i tab l e f or h i s bus ines s

,
as

h i s o l d one was worn out .

I t be ing about noon , h e went i nto a n i ce - l oo k i ng ea t i ng house on
Ma i n st reet

,
and when nearly th rough h i s d inne r

,
two wel l d re s sed

gent l e m en passed h i m and too k s eat s at a vacant tabl e . They see m ed to
be i n v ery f r i end ly conversat i on

, wh ich lac k too k bu t l i t t l e not i ce o f ,
unt i l h e began to recogn i ze so m eth i ng i n the i r vo i ce s wh i ch sounded
fa m i l i a r . Then

,
l oo k i ng i n th e i r d i rect i on . h e saw Capta i n Dan and

to h i s great a m aze m ent
,
s i t t i ng bes i de h i m , was h i s o l d f r i end and

sh ip m ate , Han k M i l l i ons .

I t see m ed m ore li k e a d rea m
,
a s h e l i s tened

,
and soon k new i t

su re ly m us t be Han k ! a l though cons i de rab ly changed
,
he k new his

vo i ce , so j u m p ing up , h e wa l k ed ove r to the i r tab l e , and sa i d , a s h e
grabbed Han k by th e ar m .

“I s th i s your ghost ? Has th e day o f

re sur rec t i on co m e ? At a l l events , th e day s o f m i racl e s have no t
cea sed . Say,

ol d boy
,
sa i d he

,
se i z ing Dan by the sh oul ders

,

“When

d i d you fi sh Han k out o f th e r ive r” ? He m ade th i s expres s i on i n h i s

exc i te m ent
,
l i t t l e k now ing at tha t t i m e that Dan had rea l ly fi sh ed h i m

out . Capta i n Dan sai d , a s he in tu rn , grabbed lac k ,
“
You k now wha t

i t s ays i n th e B ibl e
,

‘Cast your bread upon the wate rs . and a fte r m any
days i t w i l l re turn unto you ’ “

Yes,
” say s Jac k

,

“but Han k i sn
’

t

b read
,
he i s m eat

,
but i s p robab ly turned to fi sh now . Got any sca l es ?

”

and he rubbed h i s h and across Han k ’s sh ou lde r .

“
\Vel l , says Han k ,

I m ay have sca l e s on m y body
,
but th ey have fa l l en off m y eyes .

”

“
Yes

,

” say s Dan
“eve r s ince h e found Margaret .

‘

“What about her . says lac k .

“Oh
,
we w i l l t e l l you a fte r y ou

9 '

have eaten d inne r w i th us .

’ “
I have a l ready ea ten . than k y ou , says
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Jac k . I t m a k es no d iffe rence , you m ust ea t w i th u s , wh ich he d id
.

to the d i sco m for t o f h i s d igest i ve organs . Hi s attent i on was occup ied
,

l i steni ng to the rehearsa l o f each o f the i r st range tale s
,
t i l l a t las t the

d inner was eaten , probab ly m uch to the sa t i s fact i on o f th e wa i te rs . Our

heroes shoo k hands aga i n and aga in
,
and sauntered down to the beats

o f Dan and Han k , tha t we re now m oored s i de by s i de .

On th e way down to th e water f ront
,
they passed Margare t’s

grocery . They had to ld Jac k who she was
,
and wh i l e they wal k ed

s lowly along , Jac k s tepped into he r p lace , and bought a c igar , and
as a purcha se o f any k ind m ade he r ve ry soc iabl e

,
Jac k say s ,

“
Did two

wel l - dressed gent le m en stop he re yeste rday and purchase c igars and
one too k potatoes and b read he had bough t a f ew day s prev ious ?
Margaret laughed and sa i d , Oh ! shoor and h e d i d .

“
Did you k now

the m ?” say s Jac k . Ya sh
,
m e t i n k s dey p ig foo l s

,
funny foo l s .

"

“
Yes, says Jac k

,
they were not re spons ib l e

,
howeve r

,
fo r they had

j ust e scaped f ro m a lunat ic asy lu m .

“Och ! an m e taut so”
! says

Margare t
,
convu lsed w i th laughte r .

Jac k too k h i s departure , and a fte r catch i ng up w i th h i s co m
pan ions

,
he to l d the m o f h i s conve rsat ion w i th the grocery wo m an .

wh ich m ade the m laugh hea rt i ly . Dan says ,
“she i s r ight , we were

both fool s ,” and Han k repl i e s , “yes
,
i t m a k e s the o ld say ing t rue ,

‘

Ch i l

d ren and feels te l l the t ruth’ “I don
’

t agree w ith y ou the re , says

Jac k
,

“she k nows enough to m a k e m oney and support he r ch i ld ren ,
w i th probably a worth les s husband . I don’t k now how you fe l lows

are s i tuated . but I have noth i ng to brag o f” . Dan say s . “Yes , boys .
that wo m en in he r ignorance i s s m arte r than we are , for sh e has ap
parently fi l led he r stat ion in l i f e honorab ly , wh i le we , cons i der ing
ourse lves supe r io r

,
have fe l l fa r short o f i t . ”

Then sa i d Han k “That i s so , but a s we cannot now he lp the
past

,
we wi l l ta k e i t a s a le sson and do bette r i n th e future Jac k

stayed w i th h i s o ld sh ip m ates that a f te rnoon , and s lept on Han k
’s

boat that n igh t
,
and w i th many a handsha k e parted w i th the m nex t

m orning
,
and never saw the m aga in

,
although he f requent ly heard

fro m the m .

Dan ran h i s boats unt i l the cana l c l osed that season
,
then so ld

the m , and w i th h i s w i f e m oved to h i s far m near Er i e , Pa . Han k and

Jac k ran beats a f ew years longe r , but neve r happened to m eet so as

to see each othe r . When pass i ng
,
i t was i n th e n igh t

,
or e l se one or the

othe r l ay i ng in doc k . Boat ing had begun to be unprofitab l e bus i nes s .
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Less f re ight s every yea r , unt i l short tr ip s , and l ighte r ing i n New
Yor k harbor wa s about the only p lace whe re cou ld be found bus i nes s
for boat s . Han k q uit d rea m ing o f the Dutch gi r l , and m arr i ed a n ice .

respectab l e l ady o f h i s own town
,
living a happy l i fe on h i s boat , en

gaged i n l igh te r ing around New Yor k , when he could find wor k
,
co m

b i n ing bu s i nes s w ith houseboat ing . Jac k final ly gave up th e bu s ines s ,
but a s h e was a lways fond o f the water , he l i k e a duc k waddl e s down
to so m e la k e or to so m e r ive r flow ing towards th e c i ty o f Roche ste r ,
and has the t i m e o f h i s l i f e i n a rowboat o r m otor boat . Even l i k e a

f rog , he would be happy on a log , i f boat s were not ava i l abl e .

Cap ta in Mar k Leve rage ran beats a few years a fte r that t r ip o f
cu r i ous event s on the Hudson . He so ld the Or i o l e . and went to

Nebras k a
,
where by honesty and ab i l i ty

,
h e secu red p lace s o f t rust and

for a nu m ber o f year s was sent to th e Legi s l atu re o f that S tat e
,
h i s

w i fe
,
Ada . fi l l i ng fa i th fu l ly and grace ful ly her part i n the d ra m a o f

the i r l i ve s .

And now when b i dd ing m y reade rs good bye
,
I would say ,

fo r

augh t I k now every one o f the pr i nc ipa l actor s i n th i s s t range story
are l iv ing y et , or th ey m ay be all dead , except the wr i te r . I t i s h a rd ly

poss ib l e that they a re a l l l i v ing
,
for t hey are al l past the th ree sco re

years and ten .

Alive or dead
,
God ble s s

,
and be w i th the m

,
t i l l we m eet aga in

on th i s . or Ete rn i ty’s shore .


